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God’s Earthkeepers
F r o m  t h e  E d i t o r

O
n good days I turn off the 
lights in the rooms in our 
home where I’m not work-
ing. I drag the reusable carri-

ers to the grocery store. I fill the recycling 
bins and collect disposable waste for the 
garden soil. I sift through my wardrobe 
for community care pickups and I resist 
the urge to buy the latest model of some-
thing I already have.  

But on bad days it all seems like a 
waste of time – a clever trick to make us 
all think we are making a difference. 

On those days I grumble over our 
new energy-efficient light 
bulbs that give so little light 
we need more lamps by 
which to read. I castigate 
Al Gore, thinking of An In-
convenient Truth, while I inch through 
traffic during an early winter storm that 
proves, in my frustration, climate warm-
ing is only in his imagination. Or I stop at 
a gas station on a sweltering day to toss 
in a box of plastic bottles of water that 
I know will add to the tons of garbage 
landfill. At that moment I don’t care be-
cause I am dehydrated and who is going 
to know? After all, my name won’t be 
on the bottles.  Then I have a fear-filled 
thought – one day they might be num-
bered so they could track me down! 

I know I am not alone in dem-
onstrating such personal pettiness and 
inconsistency; it is apparent every-
where. Of course we want to make a 
positive difference for the next genera-
tion but it isn’t easy to assess how we 
should do it. And when it gets personal 
it’s easy to get confused about what ac-
tion really will make a difference.

Part of this confusion is because we 
are in a state of transition. We are sur-

rounded by inconsistent news and de-
bate. Who can we trust? Is there really a 
climate change? Is it too late to do any-
thing about it? What would Jesus do? 

Our Faith Today cover story, “A 
Primer on Climate Change,” was written 
for people like me. People who want to 
know more about this controversy and 
how it relates to our evangelical faith. 
People who may still remember when 
garbage was thrown out car windows 
along the highway. People who remem-
ber a time before Earth Day when it all 
seemed like a hoax instead of a moral 

issue that needed us all to 
care.

In 1995 The Evangelical 
Fellowship of Canada led a 
partnership to raise environ-

mental concerns among Evangelicals. 
God’s Earthkeepers was published to 
raise the biblical call to care for God’s 
creation. Though climate change is not 
a new concern for Evangelicals, it is now 
a public debate into which Evangelicals 
are making a contribution. In particular, 
Christian relief organizations in Canada 
are linking these environmental ques-
tions with issues of social justice such 
as poverty, hunger and shelter. In our 
care for one another worldwide, our 
concern for God’s creation becomes 
foundational.

Many evangelical believers find John 
3:16-17 anchors and expresses our faith. 
It proclaims how God sent His Son Jesus 
Christ into the world to save it. Why? 
Because He loves the world and every-
one in it. And so must we. 

Gail Reid is managing editor of Faith 
Today and director of communications for 
The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada.

B y  G a i l  R e i d

Controversy over climate change is 
forcing us to become accountable
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article on forgiveness 
falling short.

If someone dies 
without repenting of 
their sin against me, 
am I to carry my unfor-
giveness to the grave? 
Would Christ have me 
live with such pain? My 
forgiveness of someone 
does not absolve them 
of a wrong committed any more than my 
forgiveness of those who may murder my 
child would get them out of serving their 
sentence. God will call them to account.

Ken Godevenos

Newmarket, Ont.

In his reference to Jesus’ prayer to the 
Father on behalf of the soldiers while 
on the cross, David Guretzki believes 
this is a unique situation. In Acts 7, 
Stephen, while he was being stoned to 

L e t t e r s

death, prayed like Jesus did, 
“Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” What enabled 
Stephen to pray such a prayer 
at a time when he faced such 
hatred? I believe the answer is 
in verse 55: “But Stephen, full 
of the Holy Spirit, looked up 
to heaven and saw the glory 
of God....” In light of such an 
amazing empowerment, when 

seeing God’s glory and experiencing His 
grace in forgiving us, would I want to be 
responsible for sins that I have refused 
to forgive?

In this article the word “love” was 
not used once. Interestingly, in the same 
issue of Faith Today, we find the story of 
Kim Phuc, written by Emily Wierenga. 
Phuc endured such terrible suffering and 
yet was able to say, “The love of God 
and the love of people are more powerful 
than any weapon of war.” It was this love 
that empowered her to forgive.

Klaas vandebelt

Kimberley, Ont.

I read David Guretzki’s column with sad-
ness. I am overjoyed that at the centre of 
the gospel is a love that is not triggered by 
anything I do, including my repentance. 
When I read the parable of the Prodigal 
Son, I confront a story of an even more 
prodigal father whose forgiveness of, and 
his extravagance toward his wayward 
son came before his son’s confession, not 
after. Why should the release of what is 
central to God’s heart, namely His pas-
sionate love declared to us, have to await 
our repentance? 

I wonder at the frequency with which 
we make additions to this thing called 
grace. I wonder at the frequency with 
which we even make faith a work. Any 
addition to God’s grace is a subtraction 
from it being truly amazing. My need 
to forgive others, even when there has 
been no repentance on their part, seems 
thoroughly biblical, since that is what 
God did for me. Of course, this forgive-
ness may not lead to much reconciliation 

Saint Teresa?
Re: A Doubting Teresa (Nov/Dec 2007)
It is presumptuous for the Vatican to 
claim the authority to “canonize” anyone 
as a saint, and its criteria for sainthood 
(good works, perceived holiness, and a 
miracle or two) are not scriptural. A true 
saint is a sinner saved by grace through 
faith in Christ alone. 

If anyone could earn salvation 
through good works, that person would 
be Mother Teresa. But we can only hope 
that Mother Teresa also possessed at the 
time of her death a saving faith in Jesus, 
for no one can come to the Father except 
through Jesus according to John 14:6. 

valerie Morsette

Thunder Bay, Ont.

More on Forgiveness
Re: Ask a Theologian (Sep/Oct 2007)
Thank you for an excellent magazine 
again. However, I found David Guretzki’s 

http://www.chairtex.com
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if there is no repentance. However God 
must sort that out, not me.

Jerry sallouM

West Montrose, Ont.

If we were to forgive only in the situations 
that David Guretzki proposes, life would 
be of the school yard “he hit me first” 
scenario. When it comes to forgiveness 
from Christ, it has been offered freely and 
it is up to us whether or not we accept the 
free gift. Jesus died on the cross for each 
of us before we repented, not after.

brian stocKford

Moncton, N.B.

Our Own Spiritual Poverty
Re: Mega-Conferences for Evangelicals 
(Jul/Aug 2007)
Reading through the Jul/Aug 2007 edi-
tion one cannot help but be impressed 
by the level of church activity in our 
land. What with mega-conferences, 
camps, church retreats, anti-poverty 
campaigns, it appears that evangelical-
ism is thriving.

However, if we are honest we must 
admit that no matter what we have been 
doing, the tide of events continues to 
sweep our society along towards moral 
chaos and anarchy.

Why do we seem to be failing at our 
main task of being salt and light to our 
culture? The key is our failure to recog-
nize our own spiritual poverty and to 

cry out to God for His help.
The pattern suggested by 2 Chronicles 

7:14 (“If my people, who are called by my 
name…”) indicates the necessity of a deci-
sion on our part as believers, corporately, 
to take action. 

The power of politicians to legislate 
good laws are limited by whatever the 
current mood of society happens to be. 
Only a revival of faith in the living God 
can change the mood of society – and only 
a revived Church can bring that change 
about. 

To receive God’s help we must 
“humble” ourselves and “pray and seek 
His face,” according to the passage in 
Chronicles. Since we have not yet obeyed 
God’s call to humble ourselves and seek 
His face, does that mean we do not think 
we have any wicked ways to turn from?

bert Warden

Abbotsford, B.C.

Church Signs
Re: A Time of the Signs (Jul/Aug 2007)
I appreciate Bruce Soderholm’s perspec-
tive on the use and abuse of church signs 
and his courage in raising his point. Has 
the church forgotten that we have some-
thing more to offer than slogans? Can 
we not stand more apart from the local 
golf course sign or the local bank that use 
similar quips? 

Such signs simply marginalize us fur-
ther, revealing a poverty of thought and 

Appointed: Dr. Ronald Toews 
as principal of Acts Seminaries 
in Langley, B.C., a partnership 
of six seminaries at Trinity 
Western University. Toews has 
taught there since 2002 as as-
sistant professor of leadership 
studies. He succeeds Phil Zylla, 
who has moved to McMaster 
Divinity College in Hamilton, 
Ont. as academic dean and associate pro-
fessor of pastoral theology.

Appointed: Gerald Krispin as the sev-
enth president of Concordia University 

College of Alberta. Krispin, 
a professor of religious 
studies, succeeds Richard 
Kraemer who retired June 
30. Concordia is an institu-
tion of Lutheran Church 
– Canada. 

Renamed: Central Pente-
costal College (Saskatoon) 

has been renamed Horizon College & 
Seminary. The institution is owned and 
operated by two districts of The Pente-
costal Assemblies of Canada. Dr. Gor-
don Giesbrecht is president. 

an entrenched lack of confidence in the 
Word of God. Thank you for pointing 
out what many have sensed with some 
embarrassment.

Kevin Mahon

Petrolia, Ont.

I read and appreciated “A Time of the 
Signs.” I was quite surprised by the 
criticism levelled at Bruce Soderholm 
and Faith Today in the letters section. It 
made me look again. I stand by my first 
impression. It is not a trivial thing to call 
churches on signs that are trite, tasteless 
or insulting. Refreshing humour that in-
sults no one may very well be positive, 
but “put-downs” or attempts at guilt? No 
thanks! Let the first impression be tasteful 
and inviting. I commend Soderholm for 
writing this thoughtful article and Faith 
Today for printing it.

lloyd alstad

Stettler, Alta.

Ronald Toews

M i l e s t o n e s

Appointed: Jennifer Bugg of Cambridge, 
Ont., as managing editor of The Evan-
gelical Baptist, the magazine of the Fel-
lowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches 
in Canada. Bugg succeeds Ginette Cot-
noir, editor since 1988.

Appointed: Renee James as managing edi-
tor of The Link & Visitor magazine and di-
rector of communications for its publisher, 
the Baptist Women of Ontario and Que-
bec. James previously worked at Walmer 
Road Baptist Church in Toronto and as 
a freelance media specialist. She succeeds 
Esther Barnes, editor since 1984.

   Contact Faith Today
letters to the editor must be signed 
and have the writer’s address if for pub-
lication. Please include a daytime phone 
number. Letters may be edited for length or 
clarity. Opinions are the writer’s own. 
●  Letters to the editor and writing 

queries: FTeditor@efc-canada.com 
●  Subscriptions and address changes: 

ft@efc-canada.com
●  advertising: FTads@efc-canada.com
Or write to: M.I.P. Box 3745, Markham, 
On L3R 0Y4. Fax: 905-479-4742.
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K i n g d o m  M a t t e r s

a new ministry, Women for Or-
phans and Widows (WOW), is 
connecting Canadian women 

with orphans, widows and their com-
munities in Africa impacted by HIV and 
AIDS. 

Rita Prins is WOW’s executive dir-
ector. A lab technologist, Toronto-based 
Prins says, “I had felt that I was one of 
the few who wasn’t afraid of HIV and 
AIDS.” She approached Jim Cantelon, 

founder and president of Visionledd, 
a ministry that mobilizes churches to 
respond to the HIV/AIDS pandemic. “I 
had heard of Jim so I shared my heart 
with him,” Prins recalls. “He said he 
had been waiting for the right person 
to come along” to help get WOW off 
the ground. 

“Visionledd mobilizes churches 
to respond and WOW comes along-
side those churches and enables them 

to transform their communities in the 
name of Christ,” explains Prins.

WOW executes its overseas pro-
grams through the local church in 
Africa and through the support of pri-
marily Canadian women who pledge to 
support their overseas sisters. In a style 
similar to traditional child sponsor-
ship, Canadian supporters can pledge a 
monthly amount to help an entire com-
munity ravaged by HIV and AIDS. 

WOW team member Maeghan Ray dancing with njewa village headwoman Ellen nkhungwi in Malawi. 

Ministry Connects 
Canadian Women 
With Women Overseas
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WOW’s latest initiative 
is the Patch Making Party, 
which helps provide warm 
quilts on cold nights to or-
phans and vulnerable children 
in Africa. Canadian women 
host the parties where par-
ticipants create quilt patches. 
“The volunteers decorate 
these small white patches and 
make encouragement cards,” 
says Prins. “Then the patches 
go back to women in Africa 
who quilt them and use them 
for children in need.” 

Currently WOW offers 
programs in Malawi and 
Zambia that focus primar-
ily on providing home-based 
care for people infected with 
and affected by HIV and 
AIDS. “They [local volun-
teers] consistently visit a 
patient in the community 
two times a week,” explains 
Prins. “It can be to pray with 
that person or to cook for the 
person. The WOW funding 
can now send food parcels, 
some basic medicine and 
mosquito nets too.” 

Canadian volunteers 
interested in a hands-on ap-
proach to serving women liv-
ing with HIV and AIDS can 
participate in a short-term 
mission trip. For Prins, her 
own personal desire to do 
more was solidified on a re-
cent mission trip to Malawi, 

especially during a visit with one very 
sick woman. 

“As I prayed I felt God saying that 
just as He can love more infinitely than 
I ever could, His heart ached more in-
finitely than mine did right then.” That 
gave me all the incentive to care for 
that woman because … Jesus would 
want me to.”      

–stephanie toMbari

For more information about 
WOW, visit www.wowmission.com. 

New Book Is a Fit for Teens 

F ormer model and author of the newly released What Makes You Unique? Caro-
lyn Carleton claims she once had no self-esteem. during high school Carleton 
memorized the floors of her high school “because I never looked up.” Kids 

can be cruel, and this resident of Prince albert, Sask., knew it. “I ate lunch at my 
locker. I didn’t have any friends – high school was a really big struggle for me.”

It wasn’t until college that someone noticed Carleton’s beauty and recommended 
she model. For the next three years she did runways and photo shoots. Yet, even 
then, “I was searching for so many answers, 
fame, popularity, money and I wasn’t sure which 
would fix me.” Carleton sunk into a dark depres-
sion, which opened the door to Scripture. “I got 
to Philippians 4:13 saying we can do all things 
through Christ and I thought, ‘I need some of 
that strength.’ ” Carleton realized “God can offer 
the fulfilment and peace that I’ve never had.”

a year at Muskoka Woods Sports Resort 
in Ontario solidified her commitment. “I met 
some incredible people who showed me what 
having a relationship with Christ was all about. 
That’s where I discovered who God created me 
to be.”

Following camp Carleton spent a year min-
istering with Campus Crusade. “I would talk 
in the assemblies about my self-esteem issues 
and I’d have all these girls coming up to me 
afterwards. It was always the same thing: girls 
feeling as if they don’t fit in because they’re 
Christian.” determined to help, Carleton began 
searching for answers. The result: What Makes 
You Unique (www.wordalive.ca), a book garnering attention from 
both mainstream and Christian markets.

The mother of two is already working on another manuscript. This one is 
geared toward women and their calling in Titus, where it says older women need 
to teach the younger women.

 “I believe we’re called into their lives to help guide them along,” she says. 
That is exactly what this Canadian author is trying to do.              –Emily WiErEnga
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The creation itself will be 

liberated from its bondage 
to decay and brought into 

the freedom and glory 
of the children of god. 

– Romans 8:21 TNIV

Carolyn Carleton

PH
O

T
O

: 
LY

d
Ia

 G
IE

SB
R

EC
H

T

http://www.wordalive.ca
http://www.wowmission.com
http://WWW.DESIGNPICS.COM


12 / January /  February 2008

I like to tell good stories, and some 
of the best stories are Scripture stor-
ies,” says Jason Hildebrand, 36, 

writer, producer and sole performer in 
The Prodigal Son Trilogy, a 23-minute 
film based on the Luke 15 parable of 
the Prodigal Son. 

The Prodigal Son Trilogy is film 
separated into three acts. Each act re-
veals a different character in the story 

– the younger son, the elder son and 
the father. In a remarkably believable 
performance, Hildebrand nails all 
three, giving the modern audience an 
enlightened look at the universality of 
each character in the story.

“When you tell the story and people 
enter into that and step into those shoes, 
there’s a beautiful realization that we are 
not alone,” says Toronto-based Hildeb-

Jason Hildebrand is the writer, producer and sole performer in The Prodigal Son Trilogy, a 
23-minute film based on the Luke 15 parable of the Prodigal Son.

The Prodigal Son 
Makes It to the 
Big Screen 

K i n g d o m  M a t t e r s

“

Ministry Seeks to 
Protect Children

Stories of children abused by adults 
in a position of authority or trust 
fill the news every day. Canada’s 

Winning Kids, Inc. has released Plan 
to Protect, a 250-page manual to help 
churches and ministries protect kids 
from the horrors of abuse and protect 
workers from false accusations. an earl-
ier version of the manual was written 
under the umbrella of The Christian and 
Missionary alliance in Canada in 1996.

Sensing a how-to guide was not 
enough, Carol Wiebe, Jane Cushing 
Cates and Melodie Bissell, the authors of 
the revised and updated Plan to Protect, 
created Winning Kids, Inc., a ministry 
designed to help churches implement 
the manual. “We found that over 60 per 
cent of our churches [Christian and Mis-
sionary alliance] were implementing Plan 
to Protect to some degree but many feel 
overwhelmed with the responsibility of 
implementing a strong protection plan 
on their own,” explains Bissell, execu-
tive director and CEO of Winning Kids, 
Inc. “The challenge of staying on top of 
it while meeting the weekly demands of 
ministry leaves many feeling frustrated.”

Winning Kids, Inc. was formed to 
provide churches of any denomination 
with support and ongoing training in 
abuse prevention.

The manual includes an awareness 
and training section for board members 
and other leaders, policies, protection 
procedures for children and youth, an 
implementation strategy and case stud-
ies based on real incidences. “We really 
believe God has laid it on our hearts to 
raise up a generation of defenders who 
will take seriously the mandate to imple-
ment strong abuse prevention in their 
organizations,” said Bissell. “We also 
believe the church should take the lead 
and it has the tools to do so. We can set 
a standard, help churches and organiza-
tions that value children and youth not 
only to meet the standard but also to 
surpass the standard of protection. Only 
then will children feel like winners.”

For more information or to order 
Plan to Protect, visit www.winningkids 
inc.ca.              –JEnnifEr Jacoby Smith

http://www.winningkidsinc.ca
http://www.winningkidsinc.ca
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The Prodigal Son 
Makes It to the 
Big Screen 

Adapted from The Prodigal Son Tril-
ogy monologues Hildebrand wrote 
for the stage in 1999, the film version 
was accepted as a project by Imago, a 
Toronto-based Christian arts umbrella 
organization that provides qualified 
Christian art projects with its charitable 
status to help increase the attractiveness 
of the project to potential donors. 

With help from other talents like 
acclaimed Canadian composer Mi-
chael Janzen who wrote the score for 
The Prodigal Son Trilogy, Hildebrand 

rand. “That’s what good art does. It al-
lows us to process our lives in a way we 
might not have before. For the first time, 
we see our situation in a new way. Good 
art sneaks up and gets our brain out of 
the way.” Hildebrand says that “because 
[material for this film] is Scripture, there’s 
that added element of it being a living 
thing. It goes out and doesn’t return with-
out something great happening.”

Hildebrand is best known for his 
stage adaptation of Donald Miller’s 
2005 bestselling book Blue Like Jazz.  

has truly made one of the great par-
ables a piece of living art. 

“Christians should be the most pro-
lific artists because we have the Holy 
Spirit living inside us,” explains Hildeb-
rand. The Holy Spirit of the God who 
made all things is a “creative force.”

The film debuted in October at the 
historical Royal Cinema in Toronto. 
For more information about The Prod-
igal Son Trilogy or how to order, visit  
www.jasonhildebrand.com.      

–stephanie toMbari

Before the sod is turned, before the foundation sets, 
before the cornerstone is laid, Engineering Ministries 
International (EMI) Canada volunteers have already 

finished their work.
Based in Calgary, EMI Canada’s three-person office sends 

out teams of eight to 10 design professionals, from architects 
to engineers to surveyors, on short-term mission trips. In one 
week, team members meet with ministry staff overseas who 
have a construction project in mind. The EMI team helps survey 
the proposed land and assess needs and re-
sources, and then provides drawings that can 
be used for later construction or fundraising. 
While some projects never get built, many do 
thanks to the solid foundation (even if it’s only 
on paper) created by the EMI teams.

“It’s an amazing, intensive week of design 
work. We get done in a week what would nor-
mally take two to three months back home,” 
says Steve Ulrich, director of EMI Canada.

Ulrich ran his own architectural firm in 
Kelowna, B.C., until taking part in a Youth 
With a Mission (YWaM) discipleship Training 
School (dTS) in 1995. 

The dTS outreach portion landed him in 
the Philippines and Thailand, changing his 
career priorities. He soon sold his firm and 
began working for YWaM in Colorado. When 
that office moved, instead of packing up, Ul-
rich began working for EMI’s american head office that was 
founded in 1981. 

By 2002 Ulrich’s family was ready to move back to Canada 
so he decided to start the EMI Canada office (www.emicanada.
org). “Our biggest issue right now is getting known,” says 
Ulrich.

Including the two north american offices – and its coun-
terparts in Guatemala, Uganda and northern India – EMI 
has 55 staff and interns and has completed more than 450 

projects in 75 countries.
Since EMI Canada opened, Canadian volunteers have 

been involved in about a dozen projects in countries like 
Kazakhstan, Brazil and niger, and Ulrich is looking at pos-
sible projects in Rwanda, Haiti and Ukraine. Ulrich says they 
schedule projects about every four months, working around 
university schedules to allow students to take part in EMI’s 
intern program. The students put their studies into practice 
and are mentored by experienced design professionals.

“It’s an awesome experience for them,” says Ulrich. 
“They get thrown into the deep end.”

In most cases, once the team leaves the drawings with the 
local ministry, they don’t see the finished project, which can 
be somewhat disappointing, says Ulrich. But “some people 
on a team have gone back to their churches and come back 
to take part in the building.”                       –robErt WhitE

Engineers and architects draw on Skills Overseas 

an Engineering Ministries International Canada team squeezes 
about two months of design work into one week. 
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T h e  G a t h e r i n g  P l a c e

W
e are now between Christmas and Easter, be-
tween our celebration of the incarnation of 
God in Jesus Christ – perfect God and perfect 
man – and our commemoration of the death 

and resurrection of Christ, the basis of our redemption and 
reconciliation with God and our new life in Christ.

I felt that “in-between” recently when I visited a church in 
Nazareth. I was travelling with a group to Israel and the West 
Bank to meet Christian leaders and see some of the work being 
conducted among Palestinians by our host, World Vision.

The church we visited in Nazareth is built over the well 
that was used by the women of Nazareth in the first century. 
This well is likely one that Mary used on a daily basis. Perhaps 
this was even the place where the angel appeared to tell her of 
God’s plan for her, for humanity and for all creation.

In this place of the Incarnation, where Mary became preg-
nant with the Christ child, Palestinian Christians have borne 
witness to the gospel through times of peace and turmoil since 
their first-century ancestors. It is a land that has been fought 
over and forgotten – the small strip of land to which God sent 
His Son to dwell among us. 

Forgotten is how today’s Palestinian Christians feel – for-
gotten by the world and particularly by other Christians.

Yet we can learn much from the believers in Nazareth 
today if we watch how they work co-operatively and dili-
gently and give witness to the gospel amid a regional Muslim 
majority and within the State of Israel.

They know how to live in between, to relate to Muslims, 
to live with adversity (Israel’s policies make life difficult for 
Palestinians) and to relate to other Christians who believe dif-
ferently about God’s covenant and the Holy Land.

They can teach us about showing respect and seeking 
reconciliation in the middle of strong disagreements. In fact, 
their thinking and passion for reconciliation remind me of 
evangelical aboriginals in North America.

Living In-Between
B y  B r u c e  J .  C l e m e n g e r

Palestinian Christians can teach us how the Incarnation can 
influence our daily lives

Among these Christians it is evident that incarnational 
living, working out the full meaning of our salvation, includes 
theology and practice, and extends to all aspects of life.

What did Mary think the Incarnation meant? She said: 
“He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted 
up the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but 
has sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, 
remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants 
forever, just as he promised our ancestors” (Luke 1:52-55a). 
Palestinians are also descendants of Abraham.

Often we tend to interpret Mary’s Magnificat as speaking 
to a faith dimension only and not pertaining to the material 
world. Yet this is where the theologies of the land advanced by 
the various descendants of Abraham agree, both by those who 
believe God’s covenant with the Jewish people remains and ex-
tends to the possession of the land and by those who believe the 
promises about the release from oppression and about justice 
for those who have been displaced from their historic lands. 

Both agree the Bible speaks to all of life: the promises of 
God extend to the material and to the present. 

The Incarnation is about the redemption, reconciliation 
and restoration God offers to us. The Incarnation has direct 
application today. 

In this in between time, when God’s Kingdom has come 
but is not fully come, we are to be people and communities 
that reflect, advocate and manifest God’s reign in our lives. 

That reign has implications for how we think and act in 
the world and for our treatment of others. Christ is in us and 
works though us to accomplish the purposes of God through 
the power of the Spirit. We are His body: the hands, feet and 
voice of Christ in the world. 

Through the empowering of the Spirit and in submis-
sion to Christ, we are to express our love for God and our 
neighbours as persons and in community, bearing witness 
in word and deed. 

This includes the hard work of wrestling together about 
the implications of our faith in the real politics of nations and 
peoples. Redemption has implications for both “rulers” and 
“the humble,” and will “fill the hungry with good things.”

Bruce J. Clemenger is the president of The Evangelical Fel-
lowship of Canada. Read more columns at www.evangelical 

fellowship.ca/clemenger

Together for influence, impact and identity 
The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada is the national association of 
Evangelicals, gathered together for influence, impact and identity in ministry 
and public witness. Since 1964 the EFC has provided a national forum for 
Evangelicals and a constructive voice for biblical principles in life and society. 
Visit us at www.evangelicalfellowship.ca

http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/clemenger
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/clemenger


/ 15January /  February 2008

eFC Contributes to global Forum
Representatives of the The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada 
(EFC) participated in an important gathering of Christian 
leaders in Nairobi, Kenya. Bruce J. Clemenger, the EFC’s 
president, was part of the drafting committee that produced 
a message unanimously accepted by all 245 participants.

The Global Christian Forum (www.globalchristianforum.
org) included leaders from virtually every major Christian 
tradition. They gathered for three days in November to share 
their testimonies and consider what can be done together. 

“Representatives of the historic Protestant Churches, 
the Catholic Church, the Orthodox Churches, the Pente-
costal Churches, the broader Evangelical movement and 
other Christian Churches and communities have discerned 
the need to be brought into relationship with one another 
for the sake of witness to the Gospel . . . while respecting the 
diversity of our identities, traditions and individual gifts,” 
reads part of the forum’s final message. 

Leading up to the Kenya meeting were regional meet-
ings in North America (2002), Asia (2004), Africa (2005), 
Europe (2006) and Latin American (2007).

While recognizing that participants hold differing views on  
substantive issues, the goal was to facilitate a dialogue across 
Christian traditions. The participants agreed to pray for one an-
other and work to convene similar local and regional events.  

Participants also included individuals from Anglican, 
Holiness, Lutheran, Mennonite, Methodist, Reformed, Sal-
vation Army, Seventh Day Adventist and other groups.

Church planting resources
The Imagine Church Planting Congress held in November 
in Gatineau, Que., coped with attendance well above the an-
ticipated 500. Free handouts and other downloads, along 
with purchasable audio recordings of many presentations, 
are available at www.thecongress.ca. Many presenters are 
connected with the EFC, including Cam Roxburgh, Gerry 
Taillon and Sam Owusu. The next congress will be in Calgary 
in November 2009. 

higher education study
Two-thirds of Canadians don’t know what “Christian higher 
education” means. Yet most Canadians also say they would 
consider Christian colleges or universities for post-secondary 
education, according to a study by Ipsos-Reid. 

The study was sponsored by the EFC and by Christian 
Higher Education Canada (CHEC), an independent asso-
ciation the EFC helped to found. The $150,000 study inter-
viewed 7,698 Canadians and was released in October.

Most Canadians think Christian higher education is only 
for those who plan careers in religion, whereas many Christian 
colleges and universities offer degree programs in science, the 
arts and many other disciplines. 

Al Heibert, executive director of CHEC, says the 34 post-
secondary institutions in CHEC are now collaborating on a 
promotional DVD. CHEC intends to distribute it to evan-
gelical churches and Christian bookstores throughout the 
country. More details at www.checanada.ca.

latest public policy Items
This fall the EFC presented governments with a number of 
submissions on issues relating to the unborn, Sunday elections, 
age of consent and education. 

The EFC spoke in support of the Unborn Victims of Crime 
Bill (C-484) that would make the act of injuring or killing an 
unborn child by an assailant a separate offence recognized and 
punishable by law, apart from and in addition to whatever 
consequences ensue from injury to the mother.

The EFC expressed opposition to the Expanded Voting 
Opportunities Bill (C-16),  a government proposal to add two 
advance polling days for elections, both on Sundays. 

The EFC called for quick passage of the age of consent 
legislation found in part of the Tackling Violent Crimes Act 
(C-2), an omnibus bill that combines five pieces of justice le-
gislation that did not pass before the last Parliament ended. 
The bill had reached the Senate by press time.

Finally, the EFC responded to a proposed guide for B.C. 
teachers. The guide aims to incorporate diversity and social 
justice issues throughout the K-12 curriculum. The EFC is con-
cerned that discrimination because of religious belief be given 
equal weight with all other forms of prohibited discrimination.

vietnam report
The EFC Religious Liberty Commission released a 21-page 
report in October detailing recent religious freedom develop-
ments in Vietnam, available at www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/
issues (click Issues, then Religious Freedom Internationally). 

E F C  N e w s

ComIng evenTs
details at www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/EFCevents or call 
905-479-5885

•  Christian Leaders Connection (Manitoba) – This year’s 
travelling EFC seminar for ministry leaders is called Shifts: 
Changing Gears to Handle Issues Facing the Church in Canada 
Today. EFC staff, including President Bruce J. Clemenger, will 
discuss law, religious freedom, public witness and spiritual 
trends. In Steinbach, Brandon and Winkler, Man., Feb. 5-7.
•  Dare: Igniting a Culture of Courage – Women’s con-
ference and awards ceremony in Mississauga, Ont., Feb. 28-
March 1 (early-bird deadline Jan 28). The EFC is a part of the 
organizing group, the Leading Women Partnership. 
•  Cross the Street – a practical EFC conference on com-
munity engagement and church growth. dynamic plenary 
speakers include Tony Campolo, Claude Houde, david Mac-
farlane and Mark Hughes. Winnipeg, april 11-12 (early-bird 
deadline Feb. 29). 

http://www.thecongress.ca
http://www.checanada.ca
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/issues
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/EFCevents
http://www.globalchristianforum.org
http://www.globalchristianforum.org
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/issues


16 / January /  February 2008

N e w s  B e a t

T he Christian Reformed 
Church in North America 
(CRC) is hosting a record-
breaking cycling trek to 

increase awareness and raise funds 
for those living in poverty around the 
world.

About 130 riders, the majority Ca-
nadians, are registered for the Sea to Sea 

2008 Bike Tour that begins June 28 in 
Seattle, Wash., and ends nine weeks later 
in Jersey City, N.J., on Aug. 30.

That makes it the biggest such tour 
in North America, says the church.

Registration remains open until Jan-
uary 31, 2008. In place of a registration 
fee, cyclists commit to raising $10,000 
each (or $4,000 for one leg of the route). 

The CRC hopes to raise $1.5 million 
through the tour to fight poverty.

The denomination hosted a similar 
project in Canada in 2005, with cyclists 
riding from Vancouver to Halifax. 

For information or to make a dona-
tion, call 1-888-272-2453 or visit www.
SeatoSea.org.         –bill fledderus

Christian Colleges ranked

A ranking of Canadian univer-
sities published by the Globe 
and Mail in October took the 

unusual step of including four Chris-
tian institutions – and they all fared 
better than average in their category. 

The University Report Card 2007 
graded 53 universities based on the 
opinions of more than 43,000 under-
graduates.

Among the 12 schools with en-
rolment less than 4,000, the average 
grade was A-. However, The King’s 

Church hosts biggest bike Tour

http://www.SeatoSea.org
http://www.SeatoSea.org
mailto:ed.clayson@rbc.com
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University College (Edmonton) earned 
an A+. And the three other Christian 
schools each earned an A: Concordia 
University College of Alberta, Re-
deemer University College (Ancaster, 
Ont.) and Trinity Western University 
(Langley, B.C.).

The survey, the sixth annual, was 
conducted by Strategic Counsel and the 
Educational Policy Institute. Details at 
www.globeandmail.com/education.

–bf

prayer along the Trans-Canada

A group called the Canadian 
Prayer Network co-ordinated 
a cross-Canada prayer drive 

last fall. Participants drove the Trans-
Canada Highway in 35 segments from 
Victoria to St. John’s, N.L., stopping to 
pray at various points along the way. 

Two teleconference calls, Oct. 27 
and Dec. 2, allowed participants to share 
and pray with each other at the begin-
ning and end of the initiative.

A similar event was also held in the 
United States at the same time, and sev-
eral groups linked up at border crossings 
Dec. 1.

Shirley Hildebrand of Manitoba 
was volunteer co-ordinator of Light the 
Trans-Canada Highway 2007. She says 
the idea came up at a conference last 
spring where the American intercessor 
Cindy Jacobs was speaking. 

When the network proposed the 

idea, its members from across the 
country stepped forward and made 
it possible, explains Hildebrand. “It 
seemed God had already been speak-
ing to many in the nation about ‘heart 
issues’ like lost passion, wavering with 
divided hearts, returning to our first 
love, breaking disloyalty and serving 
only God as God, and seeking first 
the Kingdom of God and His right-
eousness.”                                  –bf

In Canada: 
20 Bloor Street East • Box 75149 • Toronto, ON • M4W 3T3

416-324-9133  •  www.icejcanada.org  •  Toll Free: 1-866-324-9133

For                            DVD Release – www.TheCovenant.ca
          or e-mail covenant@icejcanada.org

PO Box 1192 Jerusalem 91010 ISRAEL 

http://www.globeandmail.com/education
http://www.icejcanada.org
http://www.TheCovenant.ca
mailto:covenant@icejcanada.org
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T he sign in front of the church read “So you think 
this is hot?” It was an uncharacteristically warm 
August in 1972. A searing heat wave was gripping 
the West Coast. This clever pastor had just set up 

his Sunday sermon – he didn’t even need to complete his 
comparison.

Today that witty sign feels dated and not quite as funny. 
Global warming commands headlines and climate change 
is talked about everywhere from elementary schools to Par-
liament Hill. 

The media often show us some amazing photos of planet 
Earth taken from space. Who doesn’t wonder at the beauty 

of our watery blue planet, 
hanging like a jewel?

This “beautiful, warm, 
living object,” recalls James 
Irwin, an Apollo 15 lunar 
module pilot, “looked so 
fragile, so delicate, that if 
you touched it with a fin-
ger it would crumble and 
fall apart. Seeing this has to 
change a man, has to make 
a man appreciate the cre-
ation of God and the love 
of God.” 

Indeed! Although in 
the whirl of our lives today 
many of us can easily take 
for granted the ordinary 
blessings of God’s good 
Earth, many of us are also 
trying to assess the dire 

warnings about climate change that are abroad in our 
day.

No respected voices are claiming that the Earth is likely 
to crumble and fall apart, but an increasing number of Earth 
scientists, climatologists and astronauts are encouraging us 
to recognize today that something fundamental is chang-
ing on the planet. Humans now have the power, leveraged 

through our remarkable machines, to alter entire Earth 
systems significantly.

A Popular Issue
Global warming and energy efficiency became topics of cof-
fee conversations across Canada two years ago, thanks in 
part to An Inconvenient Truth, the Oscar-winning movie 
by Al Gore, the former American vice-president. Then in 
October 2007, the Swedish Nobel Committee awarded its 
Peace Prize jointly to Gore and the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC). 

By claiming that the amount of carbon dioxide we are 
adding to the atmosphere is a moral issue, Gore has helped 
change public debate.

But a backlash has also grown, as it always does with 
such politicized issues. Word is getting around that some 
details in the movie are wrong or exaggerated, and some of 
us have decided we can safely ignore it. 

Frankly, Gore has overstated some details, but it would 
be a mistake to dismiss the entire question of climate change 
based on those flaws. As Canadian astronaut Roberta Bon-
dar has said, the movie “despite its weaknesses … started 
important discussions in society.” 

Hollywood of course gives out Oscars for powerful stories, 
not for scientific accuracy. But the Nobel Committee gave Gore 
the Peace Prize for his “effort to build up and disseminate 
greater knowledge about man-made climate change.” 

At least Christians need to acknowledge we can have 
sympathy with his highlighting the moral aspect of this issue 
in public discussion.

In one way or the other, Canadians seem to have taken 
the message to heart. A recent Environics poll suggests 49 
per cent of Canadians want our country to be a world leader 
in taking action to fight climate change.

However, that doesn’t mean all the controversy about 
global warming has passed. 

science and politics
To understand the controversy requires a basic understanding 
of the physics and chemistry of atmospheric processes. Most 

a primer on Climate Change
an increasing number of Canadians, including evangelicals, say they are concerned about 
the environment. so Faith Today asked two experts to share their understanding of climate 
change, informed by an evangelical perspective.                                   By John Wood and Geoff Strong

Global warming and energy con-
servation became popular topics 
once again through al Gore’s An 
Inconvenient Truth.



/ 19January /  February 2008

climate scientists point to two major processes 
at work setting planetary temperatures. 

First, we know the Earth is warmer over-
all than it would be without naturally occur-
ring greenhouse gases, such as water vapour, 
carbon dioxide and methane. Acting like a 
one-way window, they save some of the solar 
energy that would otherwise be radiated back 
to space. Without this natural warming, the 
typical surface temperature would be a chilly 
-18 degrees or so. We would be living with 
unearthly conditions like those of the planet 
Mars where the atmosphere no longer has 
these heat-trapping gases. 

Second, as the IPCC reports, humans are 
making additions of greenhouse gases, primar-
ily carbon dioxide. The IPCC 
concludes that these human ad-
ditions are raising surface tem-
peratures – and most, but not 
all, scientists agree. A few argue 
that temperatures are not rising 
significantly, or that greenhouse 
gases are not the main cause, 
or that trying to reduce these 
human additions is not worth 
the cost.

(There are certainly disputes 
within the IPCC, as would be 
expected with more than 2,000 scientists 
from around the world involved. It should 
be noted that some Evangelicals, especially 
in the United Kingdom, have been deeply 
involved in the IPCC process.)

World climate, like any complex sys-
tem, will always contain some level of un-
certainty. Scientists have been telling us for 
over a decade that significant warming is 
occurring. And what the technical studies 
have been saying seems to be evident for 

a primer on Climate Change

Something fundamental is changing the Earth. In-
sets: Melting arctic ice is raising sea levels; a record 
number of droughts are causing crop failures in 
africa; unusual flooding has affected Europe, asia 
and north america.
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all to see. From ice fields melting in the Rockies to the sea level 
rising in the Maldives islands, or record drought and flooding 
in Mozambique, the story is the same.

Governmental responses to climate change are the most 
political part of the issue. In response to joint statements 
of concern by many national academies of science around 
the world, some international treaty action has developed. 
The Kyoto Protocol has been symbolically important – but 
spectacularly ineffective – in achieving the policy goal of 
emissions reduction.

The reasons for this failure are currently being dissected. 
Among them, and often overlooked, is that the public does 
not believe or understand the scope of the problem – not to 
mention its moral magnitude. Of course it’s also very hard 
to get political support for policy change when faced with 
the potential economic costs. 

But recently this political situation seems to be changing. 
We’ll have to wait to see 
how long the changes in 
popular opinion and po-
litical will can continue 
here in Canada. Some 
early adopters of new 
technologies – such as 
Sweden, Germany and 
other European Union 
countries – are already 
seeing economic benefits. 
If these prove significant, 
they could help fuel con-
tinued change in Canada.

A Bigger Picture
Global warming and cli-
mate change are emblem-
atic of a larger set of issues 

around global industrialization that must also include the re-
lationship between science, faith and technology. 

Our industrial civilization is “not physically sustainable 
in its present” way of operating, argues retired engineer Jack 
Swearengen in his new book Beyond Paradise: Technology 
and the Kingdom of God (Wipf & Stock, 2007). Demand for 
natural materials, energy and disposal sites, he says, “is exhaust-
ing our sources and saturating our sinks, not just within our 
borders, but globally.” 

Some ask if we actually have reached a limit, polluting 
on a global scale. In theological terms they wonder if God 
would allow human greed, sin and technology to span the 
globe. This nicely sums up one major disagreement. 

A second source of controversy lies within the science 
itself, and how scientific discoveries inform public policy. The 

IPCC Fourth Assessment Report has recently been released. 
In it is the consensus not only on climate science but also on 
policy implications. The assessment makes the point that, 
yes, we now know at a high level of confidence that there are 
human-caused climate impacts. 

The report estimates in detail the impacts around the world. 
In Africa, for instance, 250 million people may struggle with 
water stress in just over a decade. Africa is said to be “one of 
the most vulnerable continents to climate variability and change 
because of multiple stresses and low adaptive capacity.” 

The report illustrates how climate change puts pressure 
on social dynamics and amplifies existing structural weak-
nesses, not only ecological ones. But we can only paint these 
scenarios with very broad brush strokes. Each region will 
have its own particular set of challenges. 

Nor will every change be detrimental. Undoubtedly, the 
report says, some places will benefit from climate change. It 
is possible that parts of Canada may actually benefit in the 
near-term. (But the potential risks to future generations are 
great and must be considered when it comes to legislation on 
carbon emissions.) 

One of the more difficult facets of climate change is that 
the effects fall unequally on both the rich and poor around the 
world. There will be ongoing debate around the process of 
placing what we know from science into a policy context. 

But does a consensus report mean all scientists must 
agree? Certainly not – scientists never do totally agree, but the 
impression given in the press that deep and equal divisions 
exist is not accurate. For example, a series called “Climate 
Change – The Deniers” in the National Post has profiled 38 
scientists, giving the false impression that scientific dissension 
is widespread. The British Channel 4 documentary The Great 
Warming Swindle also quotes a variety of dissenters. Given 
such apparently strong differences of opinion, how can we 
be sure about the scientific story? 

The problem here, says Henry Hengeveld, emeritus sci-
ence adviser for Environment Canada, is that scientists have 
not done a good job communicating how science works. 

No matter how sound the science is, he explains, it is 
never entirely certain. For very complex systems, we are 
learning that the typical statistical test, at a 95 per cent con-
fidence level, will not answer all questions. 

Newer, less certain and still controversial “risk manage-
ment approaches similar to those used in the SARS epidemic” 
are developing, Hengeveld says. When people started dying 
from this new ailment, the medical community did not wait 
for definitive proof of cause but began to act. 

Atmospheric and Earth-systems scientists are still dis-
covering basic and fundamental facts about how the world 
works. But waiting until we have all the information in hand 
would foolishly risk the lives and livelihoods of millions of 

Markku Kostamo leads a Rocha Can-
ada, a Christian environmental group.
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people, not to mention creatures too. From our perspective 
the science is clear enough to begin taking action. 

Canadian Relief Agencies React
Thankfully, many Canadian Christians realize it is unwise to 
wait for complete consensus before they act on this issue. Nearly 
every Christian relief agency is already dealing with the effects 
of climate-related change. And their actions help illustrate a 
way past the impasse of public debate about climate change.

Relief agencies are linking what were once only environ-
mental questions to the social justice concerns of poverty, 
hunger and shelter. We are beginning to see the global impli-
cations of what were once only local considerations. 

“Most relief agencies are well aware of this problem,” 
says Wayne de Jong, a board member for the Canadian Chris-
tian Relief and Development Agency (CCRDA). 

Deforestation, flooding, crop shifts and failures, and des-
ertification of once-prime agricultural land are all occurring in 
developing countries, seemingly with increasing frequency. 

“We are already experiencing the effects” at CCRDA, De 
Jong says, “and seeing a clear pattern in our work.”

Canada is one of the great breadbaskets of the world. And 
Canadian charity for people in need is well known. Still it can 
be a challenge to hear the cry of the poor over the cacophony 
from business as usual.

Steve Bell, the Juno-winning gospel musician from 
Winnipeg, recently visited Ethiopia. He found a sobering 
connection between here and there. “Some of our daily ac-
tions,” he concluded, “are influencing droughts half a world 
away.” He summed up the trip saying “Climate change is 
one of the most pressing moral issues of our day.” He is 
backing up those words on tour, together with the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank, for a campaign called End Hunger Fast 

(www.endhungerfast.com). 
Another hopeful example is Habitat for 

Humanity-Canada. In its international work 
Habitat is focused, De Jong says, “on the envi-
ronmental impact of housing.” This includes 
making environmental impact assessments 
required by the government funding agencies 
(CIDA) for development projects. 

Habitat is proposing a sustainable cor-
rugated bamboo roofing industry in Nepal. 
Using locally grown materials and a manufac-
turing process developed in India, this commu-
nity-based project will encourage reforestation 
(thus reducing flooding) and provide agricul-
tural jobs in rural communities. 

Several major conferences touching on 
climate change are also coming up for evan-

gelical organizations in Canada. This fall a second Creation 
Care conference will be hosted in Winnipeg by Canadian 
Mennonite University and the Christian environmental group 
A Rocha Canada (read about the inaugural 2006 event at 
www.cmu.ca/news/creationcare06.html). This spring CCRDA 
members will undoubtedly discuss the topic at their develop-
ment conference, as will members of the Canadian Evangelical 
Theological Association, which will hear papers fitting the 
theme of “Biblical and Theological Perspectives on Creation 
and the Environment” at its annual meeting in May.

The cultural roots of climate change run deep. It will take 
a careful conversation to help us see our neighbour today in 
this new light. A recent editorial headline, “Crisis for capital-
ists: Make people want less,” identifies a key issue. The core 
logic of increasing desire, which has brought such economic 
growth to some of us – can it be maintained when extended 
to a global scale? The crisis of sustainability is a matter of 
sufficiency and trust. 

Using a profound ecological metaphor, Jesus challenged 
His disciples regarding these same issues (Matthew 6). Look, 
He said, at the birds of the air. And consider the lilies of the 
field. They don’t toil, worry and run after all these things. 
But they remain beautifully clothed by the Father. 

So we need to reflect carefully on how the world works. 
Much of our problem today stems, we suggest, not from a 
crisis in greenhouse gases but in a crisis of trust. 

Reflecting on our attitudes and values should have practical 
implications. If we conclude we do want to reduce our “carbon 
footprint” (how many things are burned to produce the prod-
ucts and energy we consume), we need new tools to help. 

Yes, some of us are already trying to do our part. A recent 
poll for The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada (EFC) sug-
gests that roughly two in 10 Evangelicals are increasing their 

a girl struggles against the wind in a sand storm near a water point in the darfur refugee 
camp of abu Shouk in Sudan last april. decades of drought in Sudan have contributed 
to violence and social unrest.
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use of public transit “very often,” seven in 10 consciously try 
to reduce electricity use at home “very often” and three in 10 
buy products that are produced with minimum impact on the 
environment “very often” even if they cost a little more.

An additional one in 10 Evangelicals are “sometimes” 
using transit more, two in 10 are “sometimes” conscious 
about saving hydro, and five in 10 “sometimes” buy green 
products, according to the Ipsos Reid poll. These are small 
but important steps.

The Christian environmental group A Rocha Canada is 
helping develop additional options. Director Markku Kostamo 
describes its new Climate Stewards program (www.climatestew-
ards.ca) as a long-term, community-based way to account for 
carbon. It encourages people to calculate how much carbon is 
emitted in an airplane trip or to heat a building. Users can then 
donate a related amount to fund tree planting, which helps 
reabsorb carbon dioxide. Donations are channelled through 
local A Rocha chapters working in a community context.

Another website for Christians is www.re-energize.org, 
produced by Kairos: Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives. 

One other missing element has been the lack of deep and 
informed reflection by many Evangelicals on climate change. 
The Church does have some fine publications, including God’s 
EarthKeepers: Biblical Action and Reflection on the Environ-
ment published by a partnership led by the EFC (search for  
the author “Bill Van Geest” at www.evangelicalfellowship.ca 
to get a free copy).

But until recently the discussion of climate change has not 
been getting traction among Evangelicals. Now campaigns 
such as End Hunger Fast and the Micah Challenge (www.
micahchallenge.ca) are making new connections between the 

Bible, social concern and environment. Christian relief agencies 
and environmental groups are leading in care and calling us to 
prayer, reflection and action on these important public issues. 

Thoughts on Creatures
Humans are not the only creatures under stress from climate 
change. The Fourth IPCC Assessment lists many natural sys-
tems at risk. Rivers and lakes are warming – and ice breakup 
and melt-water run-off are occurring – earlier each spring. 
Global warming is changing the timing of biological pro-
cesses from fish spawning and leaf unfolding to songbird 
arrival and insect hatching. 

These ecological facts present a challenging theological 
question. We know from Scripture that humans are the apple 
of God’s eye. He loves us with an everlasting, redeeming love 
through His Son Jesus Christ. But in our zeal to emphasize 
this central truth, we seem to have missed God’s love and 
care for the rest of creation. 

When we read Paul’s paean of praise for the supremacy of 
Christ in Colossians 1, do we notice the expansive language? 
“All things have been created through him and for him . . . 
and in him all things hold together . . . and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things.” Nothing it seems is left out. 

The evangelical thinker Francis Schaeffer put it this way 
nearly 40 years ago: “If I love the Lover, then I love what the 
Lover has made.” 

Shalom is what we seek. But the biblical concept we call 
“peace” is so much more than a simple ceasing of hostilities be-
tween enemies. It is, as a number of theologians tell us, nothing 
less than the full flourishing of all of creation – the “webbing 
together of God, humans and all creation in justice,” as one 
has said following the sentiment of the psalmist.

In some ways climate change is only a symptom of a bigger 
challenge we face. We are being asked if we truly care for the 
entire creation – human and non-human alike, each in its ap-
propriate place and role. Now that is a moral question. 

For further reading: The John Ray Initiative in the United Kingdom 
(www.jri.org.uk) has produced some excellent materials on climate 
change and other environmental questions for Christians. John 
Houghton, an Evangelical who co-chaired part of the IPCC for 
four years, does an admirable job with the science and the biblical 
implications: http://www.jri.org.uk/brief/Briefing14_print.pdf.

Dr. John R. Wood is professor of biology and environmental studies 
at The King’s University College (TKUC) in Edmonton, where he dir-
ects the environmental studies program. He also serves as academic 
dean at the Au Sable Institute, a centre for Christian environmental 
study based in Michigan. Dr. Geoff Strong is an atmospheric scientist 
who retired from Environment Canada in 1998. He is past-president 
of the Canadian Meteorological and Oceanographic Society and an 
adjunct professor at the University of Alberta (in Earth and atmo-
spheric sciences). He also teaches physical geography at TKUC.

Jack Swearengen (clockwise from left) argues our industrial civiliza-
tion is ”not physically sustainable”; Wayne de Jong says most relief 
agencies are well aware of climate change; Henry Hengeveld admits 
many of us are ”somewhat behind the curve” on climate change.

http://www.re-energize.org
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca
http://www.micahchallenge.ca
http://www.jri.org.uk
http://www.jri.org.uk/brief/Briefing14_print.pdf
http://www.climatestewards.ca
http://www.climatestewards.ca
http://www.micahchallenge.ca
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B y  M a r c y  K e n n e d y

G u e s t C o l u m n

The month I treated my Bible like my cellphone

Taking It Everywhere  

S
ince my to-do list already feels too long I usually 
delete forwarded e-mail messages without reading 
them. But the subject of one recently caught my 
attention: “What if we treated our Bibles like our 

cellphones?” 
I got a few chuckles from the series of witty what ifs 

implying that many of us are more attached to our cell-
phones than to our Bibles. Then I sent it to the 
trash can. Yet days later I still couldn’t stop 
thinking about it. What if, for one month, I 
really did treat my Bible the way I treat my 
cellphone? How hard could it be? Would it 
make a difference?

It was true I toted my cellphone with 
me everywhere but left my Bible at home. 
Although we now consider it normal to set 
aside an allotted time for personal devotions 
and to leave our Bibles behind the rest of the 
time, this wasn’t the case for the ancient Israelites. They 
interpreted the instructions about God’s commands found 
in Deuteronomy 6:6-8 literally:

[They] are to be on your hearts. Impress them on 
your children. Talk about them when you sit at home 
and when you walk along the road, when you lie 
down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on 
your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 

So Israelite men wore little black boxes called phylacteries 
filled with verses of Scripture.

The practice degraded into legalism in later Judaism (see 
Matthew 23:5) but, initially, the Jews followed this com-
mand as a memory aid. The best way to commit the Lord’s 
commands to heart was to have the words with them all 
the time. As they walked on a journey they could study the 
verses of Scripture in their phylacteries. The words were 
always present as a visible sign or reminder of their cov-
enant relationship with God and the responsibilities of that 
relationship.

In theory, taking my Bible with me everywhere seemed 
to be an inspired idea when I considered how many minutes 
I waste every day waiting in offices or lines. In the past 10 
months, I’ve already spent five hours in the waiting room of 
my dentist’s office. And I frittered away those hours playing 
games on my cellphone.

I say “in theory” because my normal Bible is 2,040 pages. 
If I planned to carry it around I’d have to risk spilling coffee 
over my shirt or give up my Tim Hortons – and forsaking 
Timmy’s is unthinkable. 

Fortunately, the e-mail that began it all had asked what 
would happen if we carried our Bibles around in our pock-
ets or purses. I realized that, just as I’d upgraded my phone 

to a more compact version, I also needed to 
upgrade my Bible. I found a palm-sized copy 
of the New Testament that fit into the pocket 
of my coat. 

For the following month, I took my ex-
periment seriously. I turned back when I for-
got my Bible because I’d have done the same 
if I’d forgotten my cellphone. (I now keep a 
Bible in the glove compartment of my truck 
so I won’t forget it.) Because of the added 
time spent in the pages of my Bible, I sent 

fewer text messages on my phone, but I  received more “mes-
sages” from the text of Scripture.

And I learned to value having it with me in case of an 
emergency so I’d never experience another night like the one 
when I got the call that my best friend had been killed in a 
car accident. I was away from home and wanted my Bible 
but didn’t have it.

I didn’t decide to toss my cellphone because of my month-
long experiment, nor did my life change dramatically, but I 
found out in many ways the e-mail was right. I am attached 
to my cellphone, and I did benefit from treating my Bible 
more like I treat my phone. 

At the very least I learned it’s easier to find time to read 
God’s word as long as my Bible is with me when free min-
utes arise. I’ve even learned to appreciate the time I spend 
in waiting rooms. 

I’ll let you in on a secret: I’m almost disappointed when 
my appointment is on time. Who would have thought the 
woman who sat tapping her foot in impatience would ever 
want an appointment to be late?

Perhaps treating my Bible like my cellphone has wrought 
bigger changes in me than I thought. 

Marcy Kennedy lives near Wallaceburg, Ont.

I sent fewer 
text messages 
on my phone 
but I received 

more “messages” 
from the text 
of Scripture
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W hen you’re working underground, the roar of 
the drill often makes conversation impossible. 
It’s also amazingly dangerous: the vibrations can 
break loose a chunk of rock weighing thousands 

of pounds, a chunk that can separate from an underground 
roof or wall without anyone hearing and instantly crush the 
life out of a 200-pound driller.

Glen MacPherson, a mining contractor based in North-
ern Ontario, refers to all of this when he says, “My faith has 
helped get me through many long shifts over the years.”

Since 1965 his career has taken him as far afield as Saudi 
Arabia, Canada’s Yukon and Northwest Territories, and 
nearly two miles underground at the giant Kidd Creek op-
eration at Timmins, Ont. 

And since he became a Christian in 1973, he has wit-
nessed wherever he has gone. 

It’s evident even on the job that MacPherson finds com-
fort in his faith. An example comes up as he talks about the 
early 1980s when he was working for a mining development 
company at the 1,000-foot level of the Camlaren Mine at 
Gordon Lake in the Northwest Territories. His partner was 
an affable mining professional named McPhail.

“We were up in a raise [a tunnel connecting two different 
levels of a mine] and conversation was impossible because of 
the noise,” recalls MacPherson. “My partner kept looking 
back at me as if something were wrong, as if he were wonder-
ing why my lips were always moving.”

When the drill stopped, McPhail had his answer. 
MacPherson’s deep, rich baritone was still bouncing off the 
rock walls. He had been singing hymns and other songs of 
praise throughout the entire drilling procedure.

Later, back on the surface, McPhail was heard to say, 
“When the drill stopped, for a minute I didn’t know if I was 
down there with MacPherson drilling in a raise or whether 
I was in a Pentecostal church.”

Although MacPherson didn’t particularly influence his 
partner in spiritual matters, neither was he ostracized or even 
criticized for carrying his faith around as easily as he carried 
the lunch in his tin pail, he says. 

Co-workers in many places know MacPherson’s faith 
is a key part of who he is, whether he’s close to 10,000 feet 
underground at the giant Xstrata Kidd Creek Deep Mine 
project at Timmins, Ont., or two miles in the air flying to a 
gold producer near Yellowknife.

Criticism is not something MacPherson hears often. Per-
haps that’s due in part to his size – at six foot five he physically 

dominates a workspace, a church pew or the driver’s seat 
of a pickup truck. But within his towering frame is a gentle 
demeanour, an aspect that makes his witnessing attractive 
rather than threatening.

“Glen is probably the most gentle person I’ve ever met in 
my life,” says former diamond driller Don Deering of Kirk-
land Lake, Ont. “We worked together back in the 1980s at 
the Lake Shore Mine in Kirkland Lake before it closed. He 
showed me how to lay track underground and taught me a 
lot about the industry, but he also taught me a lot about ac-
cepting people for who they are. 

“To this day he never stops telling me about his faith. I’m 
nowhere near where he is in a relationship with God, but it’s 

Mining contractor 
Glen MacPherson 
says his Bible is as 
essential on the 
job as his oilskins, 
hard hat and lamp

By Richard Buell

Itinerant Miner Is 

“Rock Solid” in  Wit nessing



/ 25January /  February 2008

comforting to me that I can watch Glen live what he believes 
rather than  having his faith forced on me. I don’t think I’ve ever 
heard anybody say anything bad about Glen. He’s a friend I’d 
trust with my life in any environment, mining or otherwise.”

MacPherson doesn’t see himself as remarkably saintly. “I 
was always a believer, but in my youth I don’t think I really 
grasped the importance of God and what He could do in my 
life – giving me the peace, serenity and security of knowing my
problems are His problems.”

In his early working years he struggled to find his way in 
the rough-and-tumble world of hard-boiled miners.

“Things began to change for me when I married Emmaline,” 
he says. “We were living in a small Northern Ontario town and 

I had a job as a truck driver in the open pit of an asbestos mine. 
It was a good job and I enjoyed being around my fellow work-
ers, but it was pretty unchristian stuff much of the time.”

MacPherson felt he was at a crossroads and he didn’t 
hesitate. On September 7, 1973, two weeks after Emma had 
accepted Jesus, MacPherson confessed his sins and accepted 
Christ himself.

“I practically wore out a Bible over the next few months,” 
he says. “One afternoon I was sitting in the cab of my Euclid, 
listening to the boulders crash into the dump box from the 
bucket of the shovel, and I reached for a cigarette. At the same 
time I was reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, 
the verses that talked about my body being a temple where 
God’s Spirit lives.

“Here I was ready to light another cigarette and I was being 
told God’s Spirit was living inside me. I was about to pollute 
it with cigarette smoke. I was defiling His temple. I threw the 
cigarettes out the window and I’ve never missed them.”

When the cigarettes went out the window, a willingness 
to witness took their place.

“I just love to talk about the Lord,” he says today. “It 
didn’t take me long to learn the difference between casual 
questions and searching questions about God. I could sense 
when people wanted to reach out for the same peace of mind 
I was enjoying.”

Once, up at Gordon Lake, one of the other contractors 
asked MacPherson if he could speak a bit in private about the 
Bible. MacPherson readily agreed and the one-on-one Bible 
study began in MacPherson’s bunkhouse room.

“By the time it was over there were 14 people – not only 
in the room but also sitting on the floor up against the walls 
of the corridor outside my room,” he says.

Life becomes less complicated for a mining contractor as 
more experience is gained. Whether he’s flying off to a con-
tract up at Gordon Lake or driving to projects in Timmins or 
Sudbury from his home in Larder Lake, Ont., MacPherson 
has learned to carry with him only what he needs.

He wouldn’t think of leaving home without his neces-
sary mining gear – the yellow oilskins, the hard hat with the 
front lamp attachment, the orange tool bag – the ever-present 
cognizance of the inherent dangers in mining, the love of Em-
maline (his wife of nearly 40 years) and the most important 
safety tool of all – his Bible. 

Richard Buell is a freelance writer in Kirkland Lake, Ont., and 
owner/editor of Frosted Forest Christian Publishing.

Itinerant Miner Is 

“Rock Solid” in  Wit nessing
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glen macpherson at a large monument to 
the mining history of Kirkland Lake, Ont.
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Humans are unique among all 
of God’s created beings for 
we understand the concepts 

of death and afterlife. We therefore are 
the only creatures who have been given 
the privilege of preparing ourselves for 
that coming day.

The Apostle Paul was about 65 
years of age when he wrote his last 
letter. It was addressed to his young 
protegé Timothy. About a month be-
fore he was martyred, Paul wrote these 
words: “[T]he time for my departure 
is near. I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race.”

The Greek word Paul chose to use 
for his leaving Earth pictured a sailor in 
his ship setting out on a long voyage. It 
implies pulling up anchor, untying the 

ropes from the dock, setting his sails and 
catching a breeze into the open waters. 
Can you see the ship sailing out of sight 
to a far-off destination?

A friend of mine used the same meta-
phor for her departure a year ago. Judy 
was an avid kayaker so, three weeks 
before she died of ovarian cancer, she 
asked her husband and daughter to help 
her down to the lake near their home. 
Hardly able to walk, her family had to 
assist her to the waiting boat. After climb-
ing in, gathering up her strength and 
donning her trademark smile, Judy told 
her husband, Dave, to turn on the video 
camera. Then she spoke of her undying 
love for her family and friends and of her 
deep faith in God. She quoted a couple 
of Scriptures that had been a source of 
strength to her, pulled up anchor, waved 
goodbye and paddled out into the dis-
tance. I don’t need to tell you of the re-
sponse from her gathered friends.

As a pastor I often have the privilege 
of sitting with friends just before they 
cross the earthly finish line. Some do it 
well and others fight it all the way. Be-
cause every one of us will have to die one 
day, we might as well learn now how to 
approach death with grace.

When my mom died of lung cancer 
just before her 43rd birthday, it all hap-
pened too quickly for her to sit down 
with us six teenagers and talk about her 
death and our futures. She did, thank-
fully, talk with my dad. She told him 
how much she loved him, how happy 
her life had been, that she hoped he 
would marry again and how she’d even 
given thought to whom he could marry. 
A friend, whom they’d both known 

years before, had lost her husband to 
cancer some time earlier. My mom held 
my dad’s hand and looked into his eyes 
and said, “Honey, when I die, please 
look up Audrey.” (He did, they fell in 
love and were married for 40 years.)

Jesus, too, prepared for His death. 
For several days before His arrest, trial 
and execution, He spent hours with His 
disciples telling them He loved them, 
encouraging them and giving instruc-
tions for them after He was gone. Death 
was a real part of life for Jesus.

I sit with couples regularly who 
are preparing diligently for their ap-
proaching weddings. When a new 
baby is expected, we parents work 
feverishly to get our nurseries ready. 
Many of us save and plan excitedly for 
our vacations. But how much planning 
and preparation do we do for the most 
significant departure of our lives?

I’d like to suggest a few consider-
ations that should precede our inevitable 
death.

Am I prepared spiritually?
Believers do not need to fear death. 
For any person who has received 
God’s free gifts of love, acceptance and 
forgiveness, His sure promise is that, 
as soon as we close our eyes in death, 
we will open our eyes in eternal life. 
The first person whom we will see in 
heaven will be Jesus.

How are my relationships?
Along with our preparations for our 
spirit, there are at least four conversa-
tions that should take place relating to 
our souls. Because none of us knows 

Dying Well
By Barry Buzza

“It was a great game.” 
– Bing Crosby, who collapsed after 
sinking a final putt on a golf course 

in Spain (1904-1977)

“O my God! It is over. I have 
come to the end of it – the 
end, the end. To have only one 
life, and to have done with it! 
To have lived, and loved, and 
triumphed, and now to know 
it is over! One may defy every-
thing else, but this.” 

– Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603)

“My God, what’s happened?” 
– Diana, Princess of Wales, in the 

Pont de l’Alma tunnel, as
recorded in the official police  

files in Paris (1961-1997)



/ 27January /  February 2008

for sure the day when our departure 
will come, we’d be wise to have these 
conversations sooner than later.

“I’m good with God.” Assure your 
family and friends that you are a be-
liever, you’ve handed the reins of your 
life over to God and you are a follower 
of Jesus.

“I’m sorry.” This one is about tak-
ing care of family business. Is there 
anyone to whom you need to apolo-
gize? We’ve all failed in many areas of 
life. Saying “I’m sorry” sincerely will 
expedite the soul health of family and 
friends we are leaving behind.

“I forgive you.” Likewise, think 
carefully about offering forgiveness 
to those who are in need of it. The 
three simple words “I forgive you” 
are powerful antidotes to damaged 
relationships.

“I love you.” Lastly and probably 
most important are the life-releasing 
words “I love you.” Use them liberally 

and often with all family and friends. 
God’s promise is that love will never 
lose its influence or cease to have force
even after we’re gone.

What will happen to my 
resources and treasures?
What shall we leave to whom? Besides 
giving to your church, take time to 
pray about giving significantly to mis-
sions or to help a young future pastor 
go through Bible college. You may be 
able to accomplish more in your death 
than you did in your life.

Distributing our assets and per-
sonal possessions is not all about 
money either. One of my most valued 
treasures from my mom is a short en-
couraging note she wrote to me when 
I was a young boy.

The Apostle Paul’s last metaphor 
was “I have finished the race.” Having 
spent several months in Corinth, likely 

having watched the Isthmus Games, 
he was alluding to the relay races. The 
Apostle had made reference before to 
stripping away any outer weights that 
may slow us down, keeping our eyes 
fixed on the finish line, running with 
passion and making sure we place the 
baton securely into the next runner’s 
hands. 

Now, there he was at the end of 
his own race, having completed the 
prescribed distance and stretching out 
to the finish line. He could almost feel 
the winner’s olive wreath on his head. 
Paul concluded this thought with the 
promise “Now there is in store for me 
the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, will award 
to me on that day – and not only to me, 
but also to all who have longed for his 
appearing.”

This subject of our final journey 
is too important to ignore. If we are 
well prepared spiritually, relationally 
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and financially, we’ll feel much more 
relaxed and ready for the departure 
and for our arrival in heaven. 

resources to help prepare for death
•  Dying Well: Leaving Life With Well-Being. 

By Barry Buzza. Life Pathways, 2006. 
Practical advice from a Canadian pastor 
about how to prepare for the inevitable 
and what to do immediately after some-
one dies. Covers the distributing of assets 
and personal possessions, planning a me-
morial service (including one’s own), and 
even dealing with our physical remains. 
www.barrybuzza.com/dying_well.html.

• Finding Your Way to Say Goodbye: 
Comfort for the Dying and Those 
Who Care for Them. By Harold Ivan 
Smith. Ave Maria Press, 2002. This au-
thor from Missouri has written many 
books on bereavement and has taught 
at Northern Baptist Seminary and at 
Nazarene Theological Seminary. He 
is also a former funeral director and a 
member of the Association for Death 
Education and Counseling. Among 
his other titles: On Grieving the Death 
of a Father, Grieving the Death of a 

Friend and When Your Friend Dies. 
•  Room 217 Series. A series of comforting 

music CDs by Canadian Christian musi-
cian Bev Foster. The music ranges through 
a variety of styles and transcends genera-
tions with its appeal. www.room217.ca. 
Her website also recommends other re-
sources such as The Grief Journey by Dr. 
Bill Webster (www.GriefJourney.com) 
and Roberts Press, a Canadian publisher 
focused on resources for death and dying 
(www.robertspress.com).

•  Sunsets: Reflections For Life’s Final 
Journey. By Deborah Howard. Cross-
way Books, 2005. A Christian hospice 
nurse helps prepare readers for the 
pain and grief of death. Sensitive, ex-
periential and Christ-centred.

For additional resources on dying 
and death, see the version of the article at 
www.faithtoday.ca.             

Barry Buzza of Coquitlam, B.C., is president 
of the Foursquare Gospel Church of Canada 
and a pastor at Northside Foursquare Church. 
He has authored 15 books on practical and 
theological subjects. This article also appeared 
Sept. 6 at CanadianChristianity.com

One child dies 
every 20 seconds

from diseases 
related to drinking

dirty water.

Samaritan’s Purse builds and installs 
BioSand Water Filters that save lives. 
Every $100 filter provides safe drinking 
water for a household of 8-10 people 
and helps us give a cup of cold water in 
the name of Jesus Christ.

FOR SAFE ACCESSIBLE WATER
IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD

IF YOU FIND THIS FACT HARD 
TO SWALLOW, HELP US 

TM

MEETING CRITICAL NEEDS OF WAR, POVERTY, FAMINE, 
DISEASES, AND  NATURAL DISASTER WHILE SHARING 
THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.

the name of Jesus Christ.

Donate at turnonthetap.ca  
or 1-800-663-6500.

Faith_Today.indd   1 4/9/07   2:45:14 PM

www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/
broadcasts

Listen for 
Canada watch 

EFC’s new radio feature

http://www.barrybuzza.com/dying_well.html
http://www.room217.ca
http://www.GriefJourney.com
http://www.robertspress.com
http://CanadianChristianity.com
http://turnonthetap.ca
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/broadcasts
http://www.room217.ca
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/broadcasts
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=5490


/ 29January /  February 2008

n a side room of a crowded emer-
gency ward, a patient shifts un-
comfortably. A tired intern in 
green scrubs is charged with con-

veying some difficult news – and so he 
prepares with a brief, silent prayer. He 
enters the room and gently says “Let’s 
talk about your tests.” 

In an era when Canada’s health-
care system is stretched to its limits 
there are Christian physicians and 
nurses who don’t restrict their faith to 
their personal life. Many are innova-
tors, teachers and students who subtly 
bring their faith into the workplace as 
an essential part of who they are. 

Faith Today recently interviewed a 
variety of Christian medical profession-

als from across Canada and asked them 
to share their concerns on a range of 
health-care issues. 

Many medical professionals are 
affiliated with the national Christian 
Medical and Dental Society (CMDS) 
directed by Dr. Roger Gingerich, of 
Steinbach, Man.

The first priority for CMDS is to 
encourage physicians to act on their 
faith, says Gingerich. Specific provoca-
tive issues – abortion and euthanasia 
– are currently secondary compared 
with helping believers cope in a work 
culture that is insensitive to faith issues, 
where personal achievement and finan-
cial success are prized above all else.

“We are about walking closer to our 

God and letting grace permeate every-
thing we do,” says Gingerich. 

nURSES CHaLLEnGEd
All kinds of medical professionals 
agree this can be a major challenge: 
a workplace that has no time for spir-
ituality. 

“Many nurses are reluctant to 
demonstrate their faith because they’re 
afraid it will be an offence,” says Rev. 
Carol Hamilton, national director of the 
Nurses Christian Fellowship of Canada 
(NCF) based in Stratford, Ont. 

Hamilton has looked beyond the 
health-care system for career satisfac-
tion. After developing expertise in the 
care of newborns, she became a nurse 

Faith Today recently interviewed a variety of Christian medical professionals 
and asked them to share their concerns.                              By Ben Volman

Faith in 
health Care
The Challenges Facing Christian health-Care professionals

I
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entrepreneur working for families. 
Sensing a call, she earned a master of 
divinity degree before taking on her 
leadership role with NCF, a branch 
ministry of InterVarsity Christian Fel-
lowship, in April 2007. 

Medical personnel need to be em-
powered to provide spiritual care, says 
Hamilton. “I’m hearing that they don’t 

feel valued – they don’t feel worth or 
appreciation.” 

“Within the first five years many 
nurses leave the profession,” says Ham-
ilton. “They are short-staffed and ex-
periencing harassment as they’ve never 
seen before – from both colleagues and 
patients. There are shorter recovery 
times in hospital and [patients] are 

sicker when they go home.” 
Her observations are corroborated 

by statistics from the Canadian Institute 
of Health Information, which pegged the 
nurse population at 252,950 in 2006. 
(See www.cihi.ca, also the source for the 
following stats.)

Doctors are equally stressed. In a 
country with too few doctors, their 
numbers – 62,300 in 2006 – are only 
increasing at the same rate as the gen-
eral population. Their average age was 
49 in 2006, with those under 40 com-
prising 23 per cent and those over 60 
comprising 19 per cent. Doctors receive 
about 13 per cent of Canada’s estimated 
$148 billion in health expenses.

BaLanCInG a PERSOnaL LIFE
Stress remains an issue for most doc-
tors throughout their careers. Many 
struggle with balancing personal life and 
hard-won careers, says Dr. Gingerich 
of CMDS. “We all know doctors who 
have served everyone else but failed their 
spouses and children. How many phy-
sicians have missed the mark for their 
families? Their children are asking ‘What 
about me? Have you got time for me?’ ” 

Dr. Sandra Brickell is currently a part-
time doctor in rural Ontario. She and 
her husband, also a doctor, are surprised 
to find themselves pursuing traditional 
roles as they raise young children. 

“Putting Christ first means you can’t 
just slot Christ in when you want. Every-
thing has to be oriented around Him,” 
says Brickell. “As a practising Christian 
doctor, the most important part has been 
to be surrendered to Christ around hav-
ing a career.”

Brickell’s life choices stand in con-
trast to some colleagues. “I feel blessed 
to be able to work part time. I know oth-
ers who are having their children raised 
by nannies.”

PRIORITIES FOR STUdEnTS
Learning to put Christ first is a prior-
ity doctors need to learn when they 
are students, says Dr. Shermeen Chan 

Cutting-edge Care for missionaries

l ouise Kirby, Rn, helped found the Missionary Health Institute (MHI) in Toronto. 
She felt keenly how tragic it was that many workers were lost on the mission 
field because of poor training in health care. 

She grew up in an era when missionaries sent their belongings abroad in a coffin 
and few returned. In 1936, unable to serve overseas as a nurse, Kirby and co-founder 
alice Jeffries created the institute to train missionaries in basic medical, nursing, dental 
and hygiene procedures. 

In 1959 the institute grew into Bethesda Hospital, a treatment centre for Can-
adians returning from overseas with tropical and rare diseases. In 1968 Bethesda’s 
charter was used to establish north York General Hospital, which went on – without 
further ties to MHI – to become one of Canada’s leading community hospitals. 

For the past 25 years the current executive director of MHI, dr. Ken Gamble, has 
nurtured the institute’s “visionary culture” with his own commitment to honour the 
personal faithfulness of missionaries. 

“It all starts with our identification with their calling and passion,” says Gamble. 
“We share their ultimate goal to extend God’s kingdom.”

For many years Gamble was the family doctor of overseas missions families who 
thought of “dr. Ken” as their trusted physician. The scope of care has increased 
with a larger staff. 

“There are about 600 [mission] families we oversee formally as patients,” he 
says, “and we partner with about 40 sending agencies, most of them overseas 
missions.” 

But Gamble also envisioned a new role for the institute. He promoted a model of 
comprehensive care for missionaries that is truly holistic – before, during and after their 
overseas assignments. after years of resolute focus the institute recently occupied new 
facilities to serve mission families as a leading innovator in care for overseas workers. 

“Our model started to shift and we began to provide solutions as a partner to the 
missions,” says Gamble. One solution was to allow missionaries to take the institute’s 
health-care training online. another major advance required the development of 
specialized software. “about 70 per cent of missionaries didn’t have their medical 
records with them,” he says. “We can provide them with web-based secure files and 
real-time access to their records.” 

For those in crisis or managing a persistent health-care condition, worldwide 
Internet access gives them confidence that their health needs will be managed and 
they can fulfil their call on the field. 

In addition, an expanded for-profit clinic will support future innovations. Under 
Gamble’s leadership the staff has grown from a single doctor’s clinic to two locations 
and a staff of 20, with three physicians, nurses, counselling services, administrative 
staff and volunteers.

“We’re still continuously challenged to embrace the needs of the individual,” 
says Gamble. “We put these systems in place but the goal is that our missionaries feel 
cared for.” (For more information, see www.mhicanada.ca) n                               –BV

http://www.cihi.ca
http://www.ihm.ca/
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of McMaster University in Hamilton, 
Ont. She’s in her final year of a two-year 
residency program.

Chan’s energetic personality thrives 
on discipleship and she encourages oth-
ers to do the same. “Students need to 
explore these disciplines before habits 
are formed,” she says. “[Students] are 
the absolute bottom of the totem pole. 
It can make people very cynical. I coped 
by accepting the fact I was there to learn 

and to serve Christ and people.” 
Born in Singapore, Chan’s family 

moved when she was nine and settled 
in Maple Ridge, B.C. Before entering 
medical school at McMaster, she had 
already earned a degree in kinesiology 
and had mission experiences in Van-
couver and Nigeria. After three years 
as the national CMDS student repre-
sentative, her graduation class chose 
her as valedictorian. How did she hold 

up through such a gruelling pace?
“Through God’s grace,” says Chan, 

who warns of the demands on anyone 
aspiring to be a doctor. “You have to 
stand out. Typically, out of 70 appli-
cations [to medical school] only two 
receive interviews.”

The impact of CMDS on students is 
no accident. “That has taken a strong 
intentional strategy.” she says. “It’s im-
portant because so many give up their 
faith.” 

Christian students mention abor-
tion as a particularly tough issue. “The 
political climate of medical school is 
that abortion is not a moral issue,” says 
Chan. “But it’s frowned on not to be 
pro-choice. It’s tough facing the pressure 
of being different, to hold your ground 
and justify your convictions.” 

Life as a resident is equally challeng-
ing. “As an intern you’re put through 
the ringer – chronically exhausted and 
drained emotionally and physically.” 

Chan finds support through a local 
CMDS chapter in Dundas, Ont. She also 
continues to pray “that my patients will 
sense God is present,” she says.

ETHICaL QUESTIOnS 
John Harvey, head of the department of 
ophthalmology at McMaster’s DeGroot 
School of Medicine, mentors Christian 
medical students like Chan to meet a 
variety of ethical challenges. 

“There are power, influence and 
money issues,” says Harvey. “How 
do you not become possessed by your 
wealth? You see this among some col-
leagues where the drive to make money 
keeps them going. They start out ideal-
istically but the system beats it out of 
them. That’s a pitfall of our profession. 

“For example, I talk a lot of people 
out of surgery. But if surgery is your major 
source of income there’s a tendency to see 
surgery as the solution for everything.” 

Shermeen Chan agrees there are 
constant ethical issues. “Are we doing 
something for the patient’s best inter-
ests? How do we prioritize one patient 

Clockwise from top: John Harvey mentors Christian medical students to help them meet 
a variety of ethical challenges; Carol Hamilton says ”Many nurses are reluctant to dem-
onstrate their faith because they’re afraid it will be an offence”; Shermeen Chan coped at 
medical school by ”accepting the fact I was there to learn and serve Christ and people.”
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over another? The more experienced 
you are, the more you wrestle with those 
questions.” 

Dr. James Read, PhD, executive dir-
ector of the Salvation Army Ethics Cen-
tre in Winnipeg, is not a medical doctor. 
But he is an expert in ethical issues re-
lated to medical institutional policies and 
bioethics. Raised in the Salvation Army, 
he works extensively with Army health-
care facilities across Canada.

Read sees that current health-care 
problems – like our aging population 
– obscure long-range questions raised 
by advances in research. New medical 
technology, for example, can be quite 
deceptive, even “idolatrous in the way 
we can be swept off our feet by the tech-
nical hope.”  

Read thinks Christians need to be 
skeptical about research in regenerative 
medicine, the field related to stem cell 
research and therapies, that promotes 

extending the human lifespan through 
genetic manipulation. “I think that’s a sci-
entific dream, but holding out the dream 
bears theological scrutiny,” says Read. “Is 
that what we should aspire to?”

We need a better educated Christian 
community, says Read. “I’ve tried to en-
courage Christians and Evangelicals in 
particular to get behind science education 
for our youth. We should have a scientific 
literacy that promotes our views about 
creation and God being Creator.” 

CHanGInG PERSPECTIVES 
Many Christian doctors find an antidote 
to the compromises of North American 
life in regular overseas mission projects. 
CMDS sends doctors on numerous 
short-term missions. 

“Overseas missions are a stimulant 
that changes the hearts of people,” says 
Gingerich. “They come back more at-
tuned to their values and less material-

istic. They see the world in a different 
light.” He has served on numerous mis-
sions from Darfur to Mozambique. 

McMaster’s John Harvey agrees. 
“This portable skill,” he says, referring 
to his training in eye surgery, “allows us 
to step outside the jaded system we live 
with in Canada.” 

That experience has clearly been 
critical to Harvey’s growth as a Chris-
tian. “I’m less timid and I’ve become 
more skilled at ways of sharing my 
faith,” he says. “I won’t be condescend-
ing or confrontational. It’s often just a 
simple word or a comment like, ‘I’ll be 
praying for you.’ It can say a lot without 
you having to say a lot.” 

Mission opportunities will also be 
on the future agenda of NCF, and Carol 
Hamilton points out that nurses support 
many mission projects. 

PaRTnER In MISSIOnS
One of the great legacies to Canadian 
missions came from a visionary Toronto 
nurse, Louise Kirby. She founded the 
Missionary Health Institute (MHI) in 
1936 to train overseas missionaries in 
health care. In the past 25 years, under 
the leadership of Dr. Ken Gamble, the 
institute has become a cutting-edge part-
ner in missions. 

“We’re practising a culture of care,” 
says Dr. Gamble. “Our goal is to provide 
a holistic approach to the health needs 
of missionaries.”

The institute realized its vision by 
recently opening new facilities in North 
Toronto. It has a considerable impact 
through innovative programs such as 
training missionaries before they go over-
seas through a virtual online program. In 
the field, the institute offers missionaries 
Internet support for medical emergencies 
and ongoing care for hundreds of mis-
sionary families (see sidebar). 

For Shermeen Chan, doing medi-
cine differently begins by praying daily 
that patients will sense Christ’s pres-
ence in her. “We don’t usually come to 
work spiritually prepared. If you don’t 

http://www.refocuscanada.com
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have that paradigm shift you won’t see 
unique opportunities when they call.” 

Carol Hamilton says she speaks to 
nurses about weariness, using the ex-
ample of Jesus healing the woman who 
touched Him. When a nurse provides 
hope and healing, Hamilton says, there 
is a part of the nurse that goes out to the 
patient. When “power has gone forth” 
like that, how is a nurse filled again? 
Her answer: “Through people, through 
prayer and through the Word.” 

Her views are echoed by Ruth Ann 
Fraser, the parish nurse at Bayview Glen 
Church in Thornhill, Ont. Parish nurse 
ministry is a growing international 
movement to provide health counsel-
ling and direction within the church 
ministry team. 

“Like many parish nurses I have an 
unusual background,” says Fraser. She 
has a master’s degree in experimental 
psychology and work experience in 
medical research. She is a member of 
the national body of parish nurses and 
also licensed provincially. 

Every parish nurse applies particular 
talents to the vision of the church. At 
Bayview Glen, Fraser’s ministry reflects 
the congregational emphasis on com-
munity service and outreach. During 
the summer Fraser attends community 
events to hold a clinic that screens for 
high blood pressure. She also oversees 
volunteers in a community network of 
care; for example, helping newcomers 
find a family doctor. 

“It’s about offering Christ-centred 
compassion and care,” says Fraser, whose 
work helps direct people back into their 
church community. “God brings heal-
ing through studying His word, through 
worship and through Communion.” 

COnFROnTInG THE FUTURE
While politicians are seeking answers 
for the future of health care in Canada, 
Christian medical professionals are also 
seeking to share an authentic spiritual 
life with patients.

“How will we keep the doctor as 

healer first and foremost in our lives? 
That’s what we have to keep as our 
goal,” says John Harvey. 

“There’s a personal cost and risk to 
being real,” says Shermeen Chan. “It’s 
much easier to put on a façade. I choose 
to engage my patients so I can interact 
in a way that can be healing.”

“There’s got to be another dimension 

that I bring as a Christian,” says Carol 
Hamilton. “We must be the hands and 
feet of Christ every day. The way I ad-
dress physical needs is reflective of my 
faith. This is the person I am – a Christ-
like person – and there’s a difference in 
the way I do this work.” 

Ben Volman is a freelance writer in Toronto.

http://www.deeksinsurance.ca


34 / January /  February 2008

B y  G l e n  F o r s b e r g

The Culture of Christ

T
he group of Canadian churches and ministers 
to which I belong is called the Fellowship of 
Christian Assemblies of Canada. We are one 
of the streams of Pentecostalism that had its 

origin in the Scandinavian countries in the early 1900s. 
Those who immigrated to Canada brought their flavour of 
church with them, emphasizing the autonomy of the local 
church, the salvation experience, water baptism, the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, supernatural healing and the return of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Many early pioneers had experienced dra-
matic encounters with Christ, which equipped 
them to endure great personal sacrifice for 
the sake of the gospel. Farmers, trades people 
and school teachers left their careers in order 
to evangelize and plant churches throughout 
Western Canada.

Today we are a multinational group that 
numbers about 100 churches and 400 ministers 
in Canada. Our American Fellowship hosts a 
similar number of churches and ministers. As is 
true of many denominations, our offshore Fellowship far 
outnumbers those of us in North America.

Those pioneering days seem so far removed from our 
present world. Our experience of sacrifice today is giving 
up our spot in the line to buy coffee at Tim Hortons. This 
leads us to a question about the influence of our country’s 
current culture upon the Church. Should believers “blend 
in” with society, or should we “stand out” and describe 
the contrast between light and darkness? Are we to join 
the culture war or is there another approach? 

We need to know our dilemma is not unique. We are re-
minded that Christians of an earlier era struggled with the 
impact of radio, the automobile, television and air travel. 
Dire predictions were forecast for those who would use 
these technologies. While most of those predictions did 
not materialize, we admit that each of these inventions has 
been used to promote evil as well as good. Many people 
are more familiar with the lives of entertainers than they 
are with the words of Jesus and the Apostle Paul. As a re-
sult, culturally adapted believers freely engage in lifestyles 
that violate the words of the One whom they profess to 
follow. 

What are we to do? Is there a way off this spinning 
planet? Jesus prayed to His Father with these words: “My 
prayer is not that you take them [disciples] out of the world 
but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not 
of the world, even as I am not of it” (John 17:15-16). Jesus 
states that His followers belong to an otherworldly culture. 
They are different. They do not seem to fit here. How will 
they survive? The solution was not that the Father should 
remove His followers from this world but, rather, that they 

would be protected in it in order to propagate 
the culture of Christ.

Corinth was one of the most culturally 
decadent cities known to the Early Church. 
When Paul arrived there he didn’t search 
for the latest Corinthian fad. He decided he 
would know nothing among them except 
Jesus and the Cross. It was this fascination, 
devotion and passion for Christ that made the 
apostles of that day successful in transforming 
the world. 

As the saying goes, you can shout at the 
darkness or you can strike a light. You can spend your 
life screaming at sin or sharing and modelling the health 
and hope of Jesus. After years of decrying technology, the 
Christian world discovered technology could be used for 
godly purposes as well as for evil. In the past 50 years and 
more, we have discovered new and effective ways of using 
technology to promote the good news of Christ. 

The culture of this day may seem impenetrable, but it 
may be ready to follow a people who are genuinely Chris-
tian and are willing to make sacrifices for a truth in which 
they believe. Perhaps it is not too late for the culture of 
Christ to grow here.  

Glen Forsberg is chairman of the corporate committee of the Fel-
lowship of Christian Assemblies Canada. This column continues 
a series by leaders of affiliates of The Evangelical Fellowship of 
Canada listed at www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/affiliates.

Take comfort – we are not the first generation to struggle to live 
with Christian values in a society of wealth, selfishness and licence

Our 
experience 
of sacrifice 

today is giving 
up our spot 
in the line to 
buy coffee at 
Tim Hortons 

G o d  a t  W o r k i n D e n o m i n a t i o n s

http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/affiliates
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The times they are a changin’. If you need proof, just 
open the doors of Alderwood United Church, Toronto,  
and peer inside. With a rich history, an influx of new 

believers, and four generations all worshipping under the 
same roof, there are bound to be differences of opinion about 
what it means to be the Body of Christ. As in many venerable 
congregations, about one-third of Alderwood’s people are 
oriented more toward preserving the institutional congre-
gation than toward neighbourhood mission work. But an 
equal number at this West Toronto church are choosing to  
use their hands and feet literally to serve the Lord.

Why Neighbours Know About This Church
It wasn’t as though the neighbours were banging down Al-
derwood’s front door – any more than Alderwood folks were 
banging down theirs with the Good News. Instead, a few 
congregational members opted to connect with their com-
munity by walking through the neighbourhood and praying 
for the homes and businesses they passed along the way. Then 
one day, a feisty new member at Alderwood suggested de-
livering bedding plants for Mother’s Day to be neighbourly, 

with no strings attached. 
“This is a gesture of love 

from Alderwood,” read the 
card. “If we can do anything, 
please call us.” And so, the good-
natured – and admittedly naïve 
– congregants struck out into the 
neighbourhood delivering flats of 
flowers door to door.  

“Of course people protested, 
and some used nasty words,” 
says Connie denBok, minister at 
Alderwood. But at the end of that 
first year, a trickle of phone calls 
from the neighbours began to 
come in. “One older couple called 
and asked, ‘Did you really mean 
what you said on the card?’ ” re-
calls denBok. “It began to open 
up opportunities for service.”

The Mission Statement
 That Moves Them
“Where can we make a difference 
with Christ?” That’s the question 

burnished on the hearts of Alderwood’s “missionally minded” 
members who continually seek opportunities to share God’s 
love while igniting sustainable change in another person’s life.

“Our major resources go into where it will be transforma-
tional – not maintenance,” says denBok. “It’s not just vampire 
evangelism where we gather in the church basement and say, 
‘How do we get fresh blood?’ Instead, [we ask] ‘How can we 
be strategic and make a real difference for somebody?’ ”

Being Used by God to Call People to Himself
“We’re trying to draw people to Christ, but to do that we 
can’t speak Christ anymore unless we demonstrate Christ,” 
says denBok, who insists that being “missional” shouldn’t be 
just a sneaky strategy to lure people to the faith. That said, 
she also sees a strong belief within her church that proclaim-
ing Jesus is the most important part of trying to carry out 
the mission God has given.

And it’s the Good News that inspires people in the first 
place. For one gentleman, staring up at an Alpha sign on 
Alderwood’s front lawn from the bottom of a manhole was 
an answer to prayer. Now a Christian, he’s passionately 

delivering bedding plants for Mother’s day opened up many opportunities for service and outreach.

alderwood united Church,
Toronto
B y  S t e p h a n i e  T o m b a r i

A  C h u r c h  Y o u  S h o u l d  K n o w



involved in Alderwood’s neighbourhood mission work.
A few years ago a number of people completing Alder-

wood’s Alpha course expressed their desire to keep meeting 
for fellowship and spiritual growth. It was out of this de-
mand that “house groups” sprung up within the congrega-
tion. Like Alderwood’s prayer walks, the members of the 
house groups represented multiple generations. What they 
did share in common was a heart to serve.

“Last year our house groups put together a walk to raise 
money for the Dorothy Lee Hospice,” says denBok. “We 
also put on a supper for our presbytery [regional division 
of the United Church]. It was our observation that not all 
our ministers are being treated well. We wanted to let them 
know that, if nothing else, somebody cares for them and 
wants to do good for them.” 

Challenges the Congregation Is Facing
The idea of joining in God’s mission can ignite passion in 
some people but incur conflict in others. For some, upholding 
and maintaining the institution seems it should be the main 
priority for the churchgoing Christian. 

“We have one foot in the 21st century and another foot 
back in Christendom,” says denBok, who views Alderwood 

as being fairly evenly divided between a missional mindset and 
an institutional one. “We have four generations under our roof 
who mix to various degrees, but there are generation gaps.”

“Our elderly people and our 30-somethings get along really 
well,” says denBok, who cites her own baby boomer genera-
tion as often the most reluctant to change. Alderwood’s diverse 
house groups will continue to try to bridge the gap this fall. 

“We’re taking eight weeks and doing a theme together 
in all [house] groups and in the Sunday service to create a 
commonality between the generations,” explains denBok. “A 
study on emotionally healthy spirituality, which I think hits 
many of the key issues we’re having around playing nicely 
with each other and loving our neighbour.” 

Come winter, the house groups will return to their regular 
repertoire of worship, dinner and discussion. In the meantime, 
denBok hopes the church-wide study will help the generations 
appreciate what each brings to the Christian community. “We 
can’t just ditch each other. We are like Siamese twins.”  

Stephanie Tombari is a freelance writer in Burlington, Ont. 
Read all the profiles in this ongoing series at www.faithtoday.
ca. Alderwood United Church is an affiliate of The Evangelical 
Fellowship of Canada.
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B y  J a m e s  B e v e r l e y

R e l i g i o n W a t c h

How should we respond to the allegations that the strangling of 
an Ontario teen by her father was religiously motivated?

Death in a Muslim Family

M
uslims in Canada are facing another case of 
damage control. In 2006 it was the arrest 
of 17 alleged terrorists. This time it is the 
murder of Aqsa Parvez, the Ontario teen 

allegedly killed by her own father in early December. The 
murder allegedly revolved around the daughter’s decision to 
stop wearing the hijab (traditional Islamic head covering).

Many people rushed to blame Islam in their initial pub-
lic comments. One Facebook group has for its title: “Aqsa 
Parvez: Killed by Islam.” Michelle Malkin, an Ameri-
can political pundit, wrote on her influential blog: “The 
nightmare of sharia is alive in Canada. Shame, shame, 
shame.” Moderate Canadian Muslim leaders Tarek Fatah 
and Farzana Hassan put the blame on ex-
tremist Muslim imams who preach that not 
wearing the hijab leads to rape and illegiti-
mate children.

Most of the country’s Muslim leaders have 
asserted that the Parvez case is not about Islam. 
“It was, without a doubt, unIslamic,” wrote one 
Muslim blogger, and then added with anger: 
“Why, why, WHY is it that whenever someone 
who is Muslim, or has a Muslim-sounding name, 
does something . . . it’s automatically blamed on 
Islam?” Mohamed Elmasry of the Canadian Islamic Congress 
wrote: “I don’t want the public to think that this is really an 
Islamic issue or an immigrant issue. It is a teenager issue.” One 
Muslim group has called for “the strongest possible prosecu-
tion” of the girl’s killer.

Various websites track her death to cultural divides, 
immigration issues, patriarchy, western sexual mores and 
even white feminism. There are also many bloggers who 
target religion in general. (“Religion is the sole root of all 
that is wrong with the world.”) Numerous pundits blame 
the father alone. (“I think he did it out of rage and didn’t 
really think about what he was doing.”)

Three crucial choices can help us react wisely to this 
tragedy. First, we should resist the urge to accept one-cause 
explanations. Her death is more likely the result of many 
factors, some more significant than others. A multi-causal 
theory probably makes more sense of the complex forces 
that shaped her world and her family’s world. It is not 
simply about Islam, the hijab or being a teenager. 

Second, again as part of the complexity, let’s recognize 
that the word Islam carries multiple meanings. Is Islam to 
blame? Well, what do you mean by Islam? If you are talking 
about the Qur’an, then beware because no Qur’anic text 
sanctions her death. The four schools of Shariah law con-
demn this kind of killing. No Muslim organization has tried 
to justify her death. It would be nice to stop here. However, 
Islam has other meanings. There is the Islam of the street, 
the Islam of tribal Pakistan, the Islam of the militants, the 
Islam that so hates the West and its individualism that a 
father could kill his own daughter if she . . . what would she 
have to do?

Third, a redemptive reaction to Aqsa Parvez’s death 
will give her tragic story its only decent ending. 
There is already enough hate and stupidity. 
Can we ratchet down the pressure on teens 
to fit into our over-sexualized culture? Can 
Muslim imams think more clearly about the 
unintended impact of sermons? Can there be 
better social networks for immigrant fathers 
struggling in a new country? Can critics of 
Islam stop lumping all Muslims together? Can 
we work on improving Christian-Muslim dia-
logue? 

On this last point, consider the full-page ad in the New 
York Times (November 18) from Yale Divinity School. 
This ad, to which I was a signatory, responded positively 
to an October 13 overture from 138 Muslim leaders call-
ing for better Muslim-Christian relations. “So let our dif-
ferences not cause hatred and strife between us. Let us 
respect each other, be fair, just and kind to another and 
live in sincere peace, harmony and mutual goodwill.” 
No, these two Muslim and Christian documents are not 
perfect. But they represent a great starting place. 

James A. Beverley is professor of Christian thought and ethics at 
Tyndale Seminary. He is co-editor of Peace, Order, and Extrem-
ism: A Canadian Perspective on Moderate and Militant Islam to 
be published by Wiley later this year.
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his question, which is surely one of the most 
wrenching that a Christian faces, arises from 
two New Testament teachings: some people will 
face eternal punishment in hell (Matthew 25:46, 

2 Peter 1:17) and the saved will one day enter a state where 
sorrow and tears will cease (Revelation 7:17, 21:4). 

But how can our tears be transformed into joy while 
countless others, including perhaps many of our own loved 
ones, face the excruciating horror of eternal damnation? 

One possibility, suggested by theologian Millard Erickson 
and philosopher William Lane Craig, is that God may protect the 
inhabitants of heaven from knowledge of the fate of the damned. 
For instance, God may erase memories of a wayward son from the 
mind of his mother so that she may enjoy the full bliss of heaven 
unaware that she even had the son who is now damned. 

To say the least, this scenario fits poorly with Paul’s promise 
that in eternity “we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; 
then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known” (1 Corinthi-
ans 13:12). And what about a man who was saved while all 
his friends and family rejected Christ? Will God wipe virtually 
his whole memory clear? A further difficulty with this proposal 
is that passages such as Isaiah 66:24 (“they will . . . look on the 
dead bodies of those who rebelled against me”) appear to as-
sume that the redeemed will indeed be aware of the lost. 

A second possibility boldly suggests that this awareness 
will be a cause for joy and praise rather than pain. Shocking 
though it may sound, this position has been defended by many 
theologians including Thomas Aquinas, Jonathan Edwards 
and, more recently, J. I. Packer. As Edwards put it, the re-
deemed “will not be sorry for the damned; it will cause no un-
easiness or dissatisfaction to them; but on the contrary, when 
they have this sight, it will excite them to joyful praises.”

Grisly though this may sound, it has some impressive scrip-
tural support. The imprecatory psalms (such as Psalm 139:21-
22) seem to anticipate with great relish the demise of the wicked. 
And one might reasonably infer that the saints who plead for 
their blood to be avenged (Revelation 6:10) will extract satis-
faction once this judgment on “the inhabitants of the earth” is 
underway. Finally, in Romans 9:23 Paul seems to suggest that 
God might use the lost as object lessons for the saved to illus-
trate both his justice (to the lost) and mercy (to the saved). 

Such tentative biblical precedents do little to soften the 
image of a redeemed host delighting in the agony of the lost. 

How could a mother possibly delight in the damnation of 
her child? How could Paul, who expressed his willingness to 
be damned so that lost Jews might be saved (Romans 9:3), 
derive satisfaction some day from their damnation? Such a 
picture seems both counterintuitive and deeply distasteful.

Proponents of this second view might argue that our 
perspective in the future will be radically transformed, leav-
ing us so wholly focused on God’s holiness that we will leave 
behind finite relationships (as suggested by Jesus’ teaching in 
Matthew 22:29-30 that there will be no marriage in heaven). 
After such a radical transformation, could something that 
now appears abhorrent (deriving joy from the suffering of 
the lost) become delightful? Perhaps. 

However, there is a fine line between being unable to see how 
something could be true and being able to see that something 
just cannot be true. Would many of the Christians you know 
accept the idea that a transformed perspective could possibly 
lead to their delighting in the damnation of lost loved ones?

There are a few other possibilities remaining, with the 
most radical being to reject the doctrine of eternal conscious 
torment from which the whole problem arises. One might 
do this by embracing annihilationism (the view that the lost 
will ultimately be destroyed) or, more radically, universalism 
(the view that the lost will eventually be saved). The prob-
lem is that both these options require one to step outside 
the boundaries of historic orthodoxy. 

We need to stop here for reasons of space but, obviously, 
more could be said both theologically and pastorally. To dig 
deeper you may want to read The Nature of Hell: A Report 
by the Evangelical Alliance Commission on Unity and Truth 
Among Evangelicals (authored by a group at the Evangelical 
Alliance U.K.). Perhaps also consider Gregory Beale, et al, 
Hell Under Fire (Zondervan, 2004) or William Crockett, 
ed., Four Views on Hell (Zondervan, 1997).

It seems likely that the final resolution of this problem, 
like so many others in Christian theology, will remain frus-
tratingly beyond our understanding. But that admission can 
also turn the question back to us: Do we trust God? 

Randal Rauser is associate professor of historical theology at 
Taylor Seminary in Edmonton. Representatives of 10 seminar-
ies affiliated with The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada take 
turns writing for this column. Please send your questions to: 
FTeditor@efc-canada.com or Faith Today, Ask a Theologian, 
M.I.P. Box 3745, Markham, ON L3R 0Y4.

B y  R a n d a l  R a u s e r

How Could I Be Happy in
Heaven With a Loved One
in Hell?

A s k  a  T h e o l o g i a n

mailto:FTeditor@efc-canada.com
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A.
reflections on Theological 
reflection
ACTS
Pastor Fred pulled the letter marked “per-
sonal and private” from his mailbox. Until 
now, his week had gone well, and the church 
ministry conference had provided fresh en-
thusiasm. However, now he had this disturb-
ing letter:

Dear Pastor:
We write to inform you that after much 

prayer, our family will be leaving the church 
and attending…

Swords could not stab deeper. another 
key couple was leaving for the new, “emerg-
ing” church. 

Later he pondered, “How do I assess 
effective ministry? at church ministries semi-
nars, it looks so easy and their methods make 
sense.” He laughed, “How ironic, I am finally 
ready for seminary, even though I graduated 
ten years ago.”

To his colleague, Gordon, Fred confided, “I 
went to seminary with ideals, not questions. I 
wish I could go back! Now I know what to ask.”

Gordon surprised Fred, “You can go back; 
in fact, for the sake of your ministry and your 
wellbeing, you must go back. Have you con-
sidered a doctor of Ministry degree?” 

The rigours and spiritual discipline of a 
doctor of Ministry program allow Christian 
leaders to revisit seminary with deeper ques-
tions. after all, ministry worthy of our life is 
also ministry worthy of our reflection. Check 
out the aCTS Seminaries’ doctor of Ministry 
program on the back page of this magazine 
or visit www.acts.twu.ca. 

modular master’s
BRIERCREST SEMINARY
Earn a Master’s degree – one week at a time! 

Briercrest graduate education is built 
around one-week modular courses that im-
merse students in a learning environment 
that combines scholarship, spirituality and 
open discussion between professors and stu-
dents from a variety of denominational back-
grounds. The modular format is accessible 
and flexible, opening the doors to education 
for a wide spectrum of students, including 
those actively engaged in work and ministry 
elsewhere. 

Briercrest Seminary offers a variety of 
Master of arts (Ma) and Master of divinity 
(Mdiv) degrees in the areas of biblical studies, 
counselling, leadership, theology and pastoral 
ministry. We also offer a one-year certificate 
that can be completed through Briercrest 

distance Learning. Certificate students can 
continue to complete a Master of arts degree 
with as little as ten weeks on campus. 

Caronport, Saskatchewan, located an 
hour west of Regina, is a quiet and safe com-
munity with modern facilities. Christian edu-
cation is provided for students in Caronport 
at every level – from kindergarten to Master’s. 
The low cost of living and moderate tuition 
fees make this an ideal place to pursue gradu-
ate education. Call 800-667-5199 or visit 
www.briercrest.ca for more information.

a unique learning 
environment
CAPERNWRAy HARBOuR BIBLE 
SCHOOL
Truth is found in Jesus Christ. In fact, Jesus 
Christ IS the Truth!

From Genesis through Revelation, God has 
explained the truth about His Son, Jesus, and 
how we can have a living relationship with Him. 

Students attending the one-year program 
at Capernwray Harbour should expect to 
discover this Truth in the Bible and in turn will 
be able to introduce others to a living, vital 
relationship with Christ. 

Situated on Thetis Island, one of 
the most beautiful Gulf Islands of British 

preparing students  
For life and ministry
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Columbia’s coast, Capernwray Harbour wel-
comes people of all ages, denominational 
backgrounds and nationalities. One hundred 
and thirty-five students join the full-time staff 
to create a community intent on knowing 
Christ and fellowshipping together in this 
goal.

The curriculum covers about 75 percent 
of the Bible, focusing on knowing the person 
of Christ to experience His power, which 
transforms hearts and minds. Students are 
encouraged to share what God is teaching 
them in lectures, personal study and life ex-
periences through discussion seminars, study 
projects and journals. Many outreach op-
portunities are available in local communities 
and internationally. The staff at Capernwray 
Harbour desire to train through discipleship, 
men and women for full-time Christian ser-
vice regardless of occupation.

Visit www.capernwray.ca or call 250-246-
9440 to learn more.

growing in all areas of life
CHRISTIAN COLLEGE AND 
uNIVERSITY FAIRS
This fall, check out the Christian College 
and University Fairs! Representatives from 
over 30 schools from Canada and the 
U.S. and be available to answer any ques-
tions students may have as they begin 
their college/university search.

Whether a college or university is the 
first step on a longer academic journey, 
or the key to the career of their dreams, 
Christian institutions can help students 
achieve their goals. Graduates from our 
schools have gone on to pursue graduate 
programs at Harvard, Yale, and other top 
universities. Others have gone directly 
into the career of their choice, working 
in various fields from international devel-
opment with Samaritan’s Purse, to Bible 
translation with Wycliffe Bible Translators; 
to corporate accounting with deloitte 
and Touche and space technology with 
the Canadian Space agency. 

But what students appreciate most 
about their education is the opportunity 
to grow in all areas of life. Students can 
spend hours gaining the credits they 
need to earn a degree, but they will also 
be immersed in an environment that 
helps them grow spiritually. Chapel, dis-
cipleship programs, and mentoring by 
professors and staff are some of the pro-
grams found at a Christian school. and 
there are also co-curricular activities--var-

Formation
for Mission

How does Tyndale form
you for the mission of
the Church?

Tyndale Seminary offers degrees and graduate diplomas with flexible learning
options, such as modular programs, Seminary Online and Distance Education.

www.tyndale.ca/cw    
1.877.TYNDALE

PRACTICAL PREPARATION
FOR MINISTRY
Classes and internships provide 
valuable experience

INSPIRATIONAL AND
EXPERIENCED PROFESSORS
Be challenged and mentored by 
world-class faculty

EXPANSIVE AND 
INTEGRATED CURRICULUM
Over 20 programs of study

TRANS-DENOMINATIONAL
COMMUNITY OF FAITH
Build partnerships with people and
churches of various denominations

TORONTO – A WORLD
OF OPPORTUNITY
Numerous learning, ministry and
employment opportunities

http://www.capernwray.ca
http://www.tyndale.ca/cw
http://www.briercrest.ca
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sity athletics, street ministry outreaches, 
student leadership--that help them 
develop skills and discover their abilities. 
When students graduate, they’re not only 
prepared academically to enter the work 
world, they’re confident in who they are 
and how they can make a difference in 
the world. 

Make it a priority to attend a Chris-
tian College and University Fair in your 
area. The event is free, and students, 
parents, pastors and guidance counsellors 
are encouraged to attend. Visit www.ccu-
fairs.ca for details on upcoming fairs.

learning to live well
COLuMBIA BIBLE COLLEGE
are you looking for adventure? do you want 
to grow in your faith, prepare for a career and 
meet life-long friends? Columbia Bible College 
is an accredited college in beautiful abbotsford, 
B.C., dedicated to preparing people for a life 
of discipleship, service and ministry. The class-
room sizes are small, and the faculty and staff 
are personable and dedicated to the students. 

Hands-on learning, semesters abroad, 
internships and missions trips are all part of 
the education at Columbia. Practical learning 
meets academic learning in our seven majors. 
Columbia offers four-year Bachelor of arts 
degrees, two-year diplomas and one-year 
certificates. Check out opportunities in bibli-
cal studies, caregiving and counselling, early 
childhood education, intercultural studies, 
outdoor leadership, worship arts, and youth 
work. Or come for one year to grow in dis-
cipleship and academics, and experience the 
adventures in the outdoors, missions, ministry 
and classroom through our Quest adventure 
discipleship program.

Come visit our campus, check out our web 
site at www.columbiabc.edu, or call us at 800-
283-0881. Columbia is preparing people for a 
life of discipleship, service and ministry. 

exceptional experience
THE KING’S uNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Looking for an exceptional university experi-
ence? Consider The King’s University College 
in Edmonton, alberta.

The Globe and Mail University Report 
Card gave King’s an a+ for “over-all student 
satisfaction.” no other university in Canada 
– of any size – scored that well.

at King’s you’ll not only earn a bachelor’s 
degree, you’ll tackle real-world questions and 
discover what your faith has to say about your 
career. You’ll have the freedom to ask the 

questions you want to ask.
King’s offers fully accredited Bachelor’s 

degrees in the arts, humanities, music, social 
sciences, natural sciences and commerce/man-
agement, as well as a Bachelor of Education 
after-degree. King’s serves almost 600 students 
from more than 16 nations. Faculty are highly 
qualified, dedicated Christians committed to 
academic excellence and communicating a 
Christian perspective. Students are challenged 
inside and outside the classroom to apply what 
they learn to life and their future careers.

a smaller campus means being men-

tored one-on-one and having professors who 
are easily accessible. It also means acquiring 
hands-on experience in self-directed research 
projects, collaborating with local, national and 
international partners.

Small class sizes, affordable on-campus 
housing, exciting student-life activities, a vari-
ety of scholarships and bursaries, and educa-
tion from a Christian perspective round out 
the advantages of attending King’s.

Phone: 780-465-8334; toll free: 800-
661-8582; web site: www.kingsu.ca; e-mail: 
admissions@kingsu.ca.

A N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
G R A D U A T E  S C H O O L  
O F  C H R I S T I A N  S T U D I E S

Admissions Dept. F018
5800 University Boulevard
Vancouver, BC  Canada  V6T 2E4
1.800.663.8664 Fax: 604.224.3097
admissions@regent-college.edu
www.regent-college.edu

 R e g e n t • C o l l e g e 

Ready, Set...

Come Regent is ready for you. Our new library is open. The 
building is renovated. All we need is you. This summer 
we’ll have courses on justice, poverty, spirituality, poetry, 
the Psalms, the environment and more. And teachers like 
Marva Dawn, Bruce Waltke, Paul Stevens, Mark Noll, 
George Marsden, James Houston, C. Stephen Evans, 
Susan Phillips, David Gill and others.  

http://www.ccufairs.ca
http://www.kingsu.ca
mailto:admissions@kingsu.ca
http://www.columbiabc.edu
mailto:admissions@regent-college.edu
http://www.regent-college.edu
http://www.ccufairs.ca
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Three in one
PRAIRIE
Prairie is made up of three distinct colleges. 

Prairie Bible College is Canada’s oldest 
Bible college and specializes in training effec-
tive workers for churches and other Christian 
ministries, both at home and around the 
world. It offers accredited four-year Bachelor 
of arts programs in a variety of areas including 
ministry, theology, intercultural studies, and 
performing arts and worship. The college also 
offers two-year associate of arts programs and 
one-year certificates. 

In 2006, Prairie opened the first col-
lege in Canada created to deliver two-year 
vocational programs in conjunction with 
Christian higher education. Prairie Col-
lege of Applied Arts and Technology offers 
programs in health care, education and 
land management. Students graduate with 
a two-year Associate of Arts that contains 
courses in Bible and theology as well as 
earn a provincially recognized diploma in 
their chosen vocational field.

In a recent audit, Transport Canada 
indicated that Prairie’s aviation students 
score higher on their flight tests and writ-
ten exams compared to students at other 

Transport Canada–licensed facilities across 
the nation. Our desire is to continue to train 
quality missionary pilots. To ensure this, the 
program is now offered through the new 
Prairie School of Mission aviation.

Learn more. Visit www.prairie.edu or call 
toll free 800-661-2425.

student satisfaction
REDEEMER uNIVERSITY COLLEGE
When looking for accurate information about 
a university, it’s best to check with the experts 
– the students who attend it. In the Globe and 
Mail’s 2007 University Report Card, Redeemer 
University College earned an “a” in overall 
student satisfaction, one of many core areas in 
which Redeemer scored high marks.

The results are encouraging because the 
information comes from the people who really 
matter – the students – and it is a testimony 
to the academic work and student develop-
ment at the university. 

“It is important that Redeemer delivers the 
kind of experience that students appreciate and 
from which they can grow not only academi-
cally, but also personally and spiritually,” said 
dr. Justin Cooper, president of Redeemer Uni-
versity College. The full report can be accessed 

You’ll feel right at home at Summit Pacific College. 
We’re a warm, welcoming community you can easily 
fit into. But don’t let the relaxed Westcoast atmosphere fool 
you—we’re serious about educating and equipping you to make a 
difference in the world. 
Sometimes you know exactly what your next step is, and have a 
strong sense of what God’s calling you to do.  Sometimes you don’t. 
Wherever you’re at, Summit Pacific is a place where you can get 
closer—to discovering your calling, to preparing for your future.

Contact our admissions counsellors 
to find out more about our bachelor’s 
degree, diploma or certificate programs.

Abbotsford, BC 
604.853.7491 or 1.800.976.8388
admissions@ summitpacific.ca
www.summitpacific.ca 
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Only one can be first.

At Prairie God is first. So we  

continually honour Him by 

improving our offering. Those 

improvements are creating results 

for our students. Employment 

rates in the high 90’s and  

innovative offerings like our 

Ministry, Aviation and Nursing 

programs mean you can put God 

first when it comes to pursuing 

your purpose. Maybe it’s time you 

took one more first look at Prairie.

Learn more. 

Call us at 1.800.661.2425 or 

visit us online at www.prairie.edu

http://www.prairie.edu
http://www.prairie.edu
http://www.summitpacific.ca
mailto:admissions@summitpacific.ca
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at www.globeandmail.com/education.
To learn more about why students rank 

Redeemer so high, visit our new web site at 
www.redeemer.ca. More than just a collec-
tion of photos, forms and figures, Redeemer’s 
home on the web is designed to give stu-
dents the information they need when con-
sidering their university options. There you 
will also meet the staff, faculty and students 
who make Redeemer such a special place. 
discover the community that is Redeemer 
University College. Visit www.redeemer.ca or 
phone 1-877-779-0913.

ready, set, come
REGENT COLLEGE
The new library is open; the building is reno-
vated; now all we need is you to join our own 
summer Olympics.

darrell Johnson, Bruce Hindmarsh and 
Marva dawn kick off with the Pastors’ Confer-
ence May 6–9. Spring School, May 12–June 
13, offers courses on Justice and Worship, 
Food and Community, Creation-Keeping, 
Globalization, I and II Kings, acts and more. 
We’ve got Iain Provan, Loren and Mary Ruth 
Wilkinson, Paul Helm, and others to get you 
off the starting blocks.

Summer School runs June 30–august 
1, jump starting with Bruce Waltke on the 
Psalms  and Mark noll on Science. We offer 
courses on poverty, Incarnation, sexual eth-
ics, engaging other faiths, preaching and, of 
course, Jesus.

Business minded? Take your Soul to Work 
in stride and learn about the Political Economy 
of Capitalism. artistically inclined? Stretch 
yourself with a Theology of Beauty, the Poet 
and the Painter, Religious architecture or one 
of three studio courses with Scott Cairns.

Take the final sprint with the likes of Markus 
Bockmeuhl and Julie Canlis. and pace yourself 
for the marathon intensive Greek or Hebrew.

Cool down with the profs for Tea on the 
Lawn, or listen to concerts under the shade of 
our new environmentally savvy, art glass wind 
tower.

See you soon. Visit www.regent-college.
edu or phone 1-800-663-8664.

Four god-honouring schools
SPIRITED EDuCATION
are you wondering where to get a spirited 
education – an education where God is hon-
oured and faith is part of your studies? do you 
want to live in another part of the country, 
be part of a Christian community and make 
friends from all over Canada and around the 

world? You can do all that at one of these great 
Manitoba schools!

There are those who seek a life of the 
mind, others who seek a life of service to oth-
ers. Some remarkable few seek both. These, 
the intellectually engaged and the open-heart-
ed, belong at Booth College.

Canadian Mennonite University offers a 
challenging, practical and service-minded uni-
versity experience in the context of a vibrant 
Christian community. 

Providence College and Seminary is an 
evangelical Christian academic community that 
helps students grow in knowledge and charac-
ter for leadership and service through graduate 
and undergraduate programs. 

With its unique hands-on mission 
experience, Steinbach Bible College provides 
opportunities to discover and develop ministry 
potential in the church and society. 

Feed your mind and your spirit – get a 
spirited education in Manitoba! For more infor-
mation, visit www.spiritededucation.ca.

a firm foundation
SuMMIT PACIFIC COLLEGE
From one-year Omega Challenge programs 
to full Bachelor’s degrees, the education you 

receive at Summit will lay a firm foundation 
for the rest of your life. Our instructors are 
committed to Christ-centred education and 
personally investing in the lives of students. 
Classroom learning has a practical outlet 
through weekly student ministry, and dorm 
life offers a space to develop deep and lasting 
friendship with peers. Summit offers a true 
community learning experience.

You can take a Bachelor of arts in Reli-
gion in a variety of directions, with majors 
including pastoral theology, youth leader-
ship, counselling foundations, biblical theol-
ogy, church music and intercultural studies. 
Students who take the Bible concentration 
at Summit may transfer this to TWU to earn 
a Bachelor of arts in General Studies with a 
major in English, history, psychology, sociol-
ogy or TESL/Linguistics. Summit also offers 
Omega Global, a one-year discipleship pro-
gram with an overseas ministry experience. 
Check out our web site for more information: 
www.summitpacific.ca.

Focused on evangelism
TAYLOR COLLEGE OF MISSION 
AND EVANGELISM
do you have a heart for people? an eager-

http://www.globeandmail.com/education
http://www.redeemer.ca
http://www.redeemer.ca
http://www.spiritededucation.ca
http://www.summitpacific.ca
http://www.regent-college.edu
http://www.regent-college.edu
http://www.redeemer.ca
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ness to learn and develop as a follower of 
Christ?

at Taylor College, kingdom purposes 
and kingdom-building skills form evan-
gelists. Come for one extravagant year, 
when you’ll become grounded in practical 
evangelism plus experience the benefit of 
living in a Christian community that takes 
personal growth in holiness seriously. Or 
come for three life-changing years and be 
formed and equipped for full-time evange-
listic ministry.

Located in Saint John, new Brunswick, we 
are the only college in Canada solely focused 
on providing formation for people in mission 
and evangelism for the future in Canada, and 
beyond.

If you have a passion to share the hope 
we have in Christ, then Taylor College is the 
place for you! Call us today at 866-693-8975 
or e-mail prospective@taylorcollege.ca.

Christ-minded leaders
TAYLOR SEMINARY
The mission of Taylor Seminary is to develop 
Christ-minded leaders who make a difference 
in the world. Taylor is an evangelical seminary 
providing Master’s degrees in theological 
studies, pastoral leadership, intercultural stud-
ies, pastoral counselling and youth ministry. 
Underpinning our educational philosophy is 
an understanding that we serve in a multicul-
tural-context world. The student body reflects 
a diverse mixture of people from many de-
nominations and countries. 
Taylor Seminary seeks
1 to build academic foundations in the Scrip-

tures and the Christian heritage
2 to lead students to develop effective skills 

for participation in ministry
3 to place students confidently on a path in 

which the integration of knowledge, skills 
and faith will continue to develop through-
out a lifetime of ministry

Taylor Seminary offers flexibility to students 
wanting to continue their studies. distributed 
education – a combination of online learning 
and campus-based courses – enables students 
to continue their education from anywhere in 
the world. Unclassified students taking courses 
out of personal interest are always welcome.

To apply to a degree program, or to 
register as an unclassified student for a few 
courses, contact Taylor admissions at 800-
567-4988 ext. 218 to speak with the seminary 
admissions counsellor. as well, you can visit 
www.taylor-edu.ca to see what Taylor Semi-
nary has to offer you.

BIBLE COLLEGE
COLUMBIA

A B B O T S F O R D ,  B C

www.columbiabc.edu
admissions@columbiabc.edu or 

604-853-3358 or 1-800-283-0881

4  Y E A R  B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S    

2  Y E A R  D I P L O M A S    

1  Y E A R  C E R T I F I C A T E S

learning to live well!

mailto:prospective@taylorcollege.ca
http://www.columbiabc.edu
mailto:admissions@columbiabc.edu
http://www.taylor-edu.ca
mailto:info@taylorcollege.ca
http://www.taylorcollege.ca
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practical preparation
TYNDALE SEMINARY
Tyndale Seminary will equip and form you 
to understand the mission of God in the 
world and participate in the work God is 
doing. Tyndale, Canada’s leading seminary, 
is the school of choice for many different 
students with a variety of callings. 

as a transdenominational evangelical 
seminary, Tyndale forms leaders for the 
ministry, marketplace and global mission of 
the Church.

We offer fifteen majors to choose from, so 
you can tailor your education to those areas in 
which you have been gifted and called.

Tyndale has programs that will meet your 
needs, whatever your profession. We provide 
Master’s degrees in theology, divinity and 
theological studies, and graduate diplomas 
in Christian studies, missions, pastoral and 
Chinese ministry foundations, and spiritual 
formation. 

Some of these programs are available in 
a modular format that allows you to attend 
class for just one day each week and earn your 
degree without leaving your job or ministry.

Tyndale provides practical preparation 
for ministry, an engaging faculty, a trans-

Tyndale offers BA and BRE degrees.
One-year certificates are also available.

What’s your

hope for your classes?
your one

favourite way to spend the weekend?your one

your one
greatest passion?

Toronto’s Christian University 

best option for university? Tyndale.
www.tyndale.ca/university

What’s your one
416.218.6757  /  1.877.TYNDALE

http://www.tyndale.ca/university
http://Kingsu.ca
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denominational community and the op-
portunity to study in Toronto, with its many 
growth and ministry opportunities.

Go to www.tyndale.ca/seminary or call 
1-877-TYndaLE, locally 416-218-6757 for 
more information.

unique educational 
experience
TYNDALE uNIVERSITY COLLEGE
What’s your one hope for a Christian univer-
sity? do you want one that provides qual-
ity education and career preparation while 
building your faith? Then Tyndale, Toronto’s 
Christian university, is the place for you. 
We offer a unique educational experience, 
including a caring community of faith, small 
classes, rigorous academic programs and 
world-class faculty.

Tyndale offers Bachelor of arts (Ba) 
degrees in business administration, psychol-
ogy, English, history, philosophy, human 
services and more. Honours degrees are also 
available.

We also offer Bachelor of Religious 
Education (BRE) and Bachelor of arts (Ba) 
– Religious Studies degrees to prepare you 
for ministry. 

http://www.tyndale.ca/seminary
http://www.spiritededucation.ca
http://ccufairs.ca
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Our popular certificate programs, Lead-
ing Edge and Transitions, are ideal for stu-
dents who are uncertain about their future. 
The credits can be transferred toward the 
completion of a Ba degree.

Located in northern Toronto, we provide 
a safe environment, ministry and internship 
possibilities, and the opportunity to interact 
with diverse cultures and denominations. 

Tyndale, founded in 1894, is a trans-
denominational Christian university that 
welcomes students from different faith back-
grounds and traditions. Visit us and see what 
we have to offer. Go to www.tyndale.ca/uni-
versity or call us at 1-877-TYndaLE, locally 
416-218-6757, for more information. 

recruiting teachers
yEW CHuNG EDuCATION 
FOuNDATION
Yew Chung Education Foundation oper-
ates Christian-values-based schools in Hong 
Kong, Shanghai, Beijing, Chongqing, Qin-
gdao and Silicon Valley. Our schools offer 
programs for students from the infant/tod-
dler age through high school. We are ex-
periencing rapid growth and therefore seek 
professional educators to teach at our various 
schools in 2007/2008. 
•  Secondary Teachers: IB Geography
•  Primary Teachers: Grade 1 through 6; 

EaL
•  Early Childhood Teachers: Early Child-

hood; Infant Toddler Learning Program
General requirements for 
Yew Chung International School 
teachers:
•  You are a native English speaker with 

excellent verbal and writing skills.
•  You have a BEd or equivalent.
•  You have two to six years of teaching 

experience.
•  You have both specialization and teach-

ing experience in the subject that you 
intend to teach.

•  You are positive and flexible when 
dealing with work and people.
Interested candidates please apply on-

line at www.ycef.com/jobs. Registration is 
free. Please remember to fill out your work 
experience and education details in order 
for us to make an informed decision about 
your application. (Personal data provided 
by job applicants will be used for recruit-
ment purpose only.)

For more school information and details 
of the teaching positions, please visit our 
web site at www.ycef.com. n

 A D V E R T I S I N G   F E A T u R E

visit www.christianity.ca

http://www.tyndale.ca/university
http://www.ycef.com/jobs
http://www.ycef.com
http://www.christianity.ca
http://www.tyndale.ca/university
http://scainternational.org
http://www.intercessor.ca
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The Way Is Made by WalkIng
Author: Arthur Paul Boers

I once walked 500 miles to go to church.” So begins Arthur 
Paul Boers’s spiritual memoir The Way Is Made by Walking, 
an account of his 31-day pilgrimage along the Camino de 
Santiago in Spain. 

The Camino has been trodden by millions of spiritual 
pilgrims for more than 1,200 years, and Boers’s own trek is 

a journey of reconnecting and refocusing 
his life in the ways of Christ. 

The author’s destination was Santi-
ago de Compostela and a cathedral that 
is said to hold the relics of the Apostle 
James. But Boers is not a frenzied, des-
tination-driven kind of traveller. Instead, 
he revels in the journey itself, the inter-
esting companions he meets along the 
way and the opportunity to take life at 
a walking pace, allowing him time to re-
flect, meditate, sing and pray. 

Along the Camino, Boers makes some discoveries about 
himself. He speaks deeply and honestly about his own per-
sonal challenges – challenges most North Americans face in 
our frenetic culture, such as the struggle for pace and bal-
ance, the temptation to overwork, the race for security and 
success, and the temptation to compare oneself to others. 

A r t s  &  C u l t u r e

In the slow, step-by-step pace of the Camino, Boers finds 
he can pay better attention to God. He reflects on a wide 
variety of topics, from what it means to follow Jesus to 
re-examining his ecological footprint and re-evaluating his 
lifestyle. 

From time to time, the pace of the book is slow and the 
reflections meander into too many details. But the book’s 
charm is that Boers, a Canadian and a Mennonite now 
teaching at a seminary in Indiana, offers all his insights with 
humility and honesty. 

Whether readers decide to take a spiritual pilgrimage 
of their own or not, the book is a reminder that the way of 
Jesus is indeed a journey, and that His grace and gifts can be 
recognized in every step.                   –Marla steWart Konrad

InterVarsity, 2007. 
219 page. $15.99 
(paper)

musIC revIew

World WIThouT end
Artist: Glen Soderholm

This album is the fourth by Glen Soder-
holm, a Presbyterian pastor in Ontario, but 
it’s his first worship album. Subtitled “Songs for the Seasons of 
Worship,” it features six hymns from the Presbyterian hymnal 
along with six originals. There’s also an enhanced computer 
portion, including an extensive and insightful commentary, 
plus lyrics and song sheets that feature musical notation and 
chords.

“The order of the songs seeks to follow and illustrate an 
ancient and well-established pattern of worship,” Soderholm 
states in the liner notes: Gathering the People, Hearing the 
Word, Grateful Response, and Going Out in Mission.

Sound stodgy? You’d be surprised. The vocals are lively 
even when they’re laid back and the arrangements – often 
rock, blues, Celtic or country – are fresh and inventive. Who 
would have thought hymns could translate so well?

Soderholm pulls it off because he is a fine singer and 
guitar player. It also helps that he has talented musicians 

assisting him, including harmony vocals by Carolyn arends, 
Steve Bell and the Blind Boys of nassagaweya. 

don’t be surprised if you can’t tell a few unfamiliar hymns 
from the original songs. “Part of our objective was to offer 
some new interpretations” to show how hymns can be “ar-
ranged in a ‘contemporary’ style without compromising their 
integrity,” Soderholm says in the commentary.

For example, the classic hymn “Praise to the Lord the 
almighty” gets a lovely Celtic lilt with fiddle and mandolin. 
“Forgive Us Our Sins as We Forgive” features haunting flugel-
horn lines that almost steal the show. and the bluesy electric 
slide guitar over the techno beat of “O Lord You are My God 
and King” is a standout.

In lesser hands, the fine arrangements (the ones on So-
derholm’s own songs are equally strong) might overshadow 
the lyrics. However, here, they only serve to boost the mes-
sages. 

“Worship albums are a dime a dozen these days,” Soder-
holm admits in his commentary. But he is glad to see and con-
tribute to “encouraging trends” such as the “reclamation and 
reinterpretation of traditional hymnody, the growing awareness 
of ancient worship traditions, and the increasing excitement 
around Trinitarian theology.”                         –tErry burman 

Signpost Music, 
2006. $20

Theology for non-TheologIans: 
an engagIng, accessIble and 
relevanT guIde
Author: James Cantelon

This book attempts to put theology into simple terms that 
even a young person can understand. It addresses the ques-
tions  many people ask in the modern western world about 
the existence of a triune God, the Creator and Sustainer 
of life, and the reliability of God’s word. It also tries to 
work through many of the issues that have been significant 

“

http://signpostmusic.com/artists/glen-soderholm/world-without-end
http://www.amazon.ca/exec/obidos/ASIN/0830835075/ref=nosim/christianityc-20


/ 49January /  February 2008

to provoke. Rather, it speaks of how the redefinition of mar-
riage, away from its biological basis in male and female toward 
a genderless definition of “two persons,” sets the nation on 
the path toward becoming a “nation of bastards.” That is, 
children are in danger of no longer being recognized relative 
to their biological parents but by a legal 
definition determined by the state. 

Farrow argues that the state “has effec-
tively made every man, woman and child 
a chattel of the state by turning their most 
fundamental human connections into mere 
legal constructs at the state’s disposal. It has 
transformed those connections from divine 
gifts into gifts of the state.”

Farrow exposes the tragic irony of 
Canada’s new Civil Marriage Act (2005) 
by showing how it contradicts Trudeau’s 
famous dictum that “the state has no place in the bedrooms 
of the nation” – and this accomplished under the auspices 
of Canada’s own Charter of Rights and Freedoms! Unfor-
tunately, this situation is possible only because the state has 
forgotten that, in Farrow’s words, “marriage precedes and 
exceeds the state.”

To be sure, this is a sober, intelligent and level-headed 
book that deserves wide exposure to religious and non-
religious people alike. 

Christians who think same-sex marriage really won’t af-
fect them much should especially read this book. Farrow’s 
prophetic warning might yet disturb and shock us into real-
izing the precarious danger our children are in.             

–david GuretzKi

for much of the Church in the late 20th 
century.

Readers will find elementary expla-
nations of the Trinity, predestination 
and thorny philosophical issues such 
as the problem of evil and atheism. 
And thanks to questions the author has 
heard most frequently in his 40 years of 
ministry, the book also delves into issues 
of faith healers, miracles and more.

Author James Cantelon, a Canadian, 
is founder and president of Visionledd, a non-profit organiza-
tion committed to relieving suffering in southern Africa by 
organizing churches to fight the AIDS pandemic.

Cantelon’s style is to frame each issue with a story and 
then give an honest pastoral attempt to answer or illu-
minate the issue. He does not always answer the question 
he raises but he does a nice job defining the theological 
issues. The stories ground the theory in the here and now 
(particularly in a western individualistic context) and in the 
context of relationship.

Some of the issues the book takes on have been debated 
for centuries; for example, the Trinity, predestination and 
atheism. The book’s treatment of these topics is focused on 
the modern era and of necessity leaves out a great deal. 

The book includes a helpful study guide and a brief de-
scription of each book of the Bible. However, it could have 
used a more helpful bibliography of where to go next. 

To judge the book by the words in its subtitle, Cantelon 
is moderately successful at engaging theological issues and 
very successful at being accessible. Cantelon’s heart for this 
topic is admirable but, on relevance, I 
am left wondering.        –ray aldred

naTIon of basTards: 
essays on The end of 
MarrIage 
Author: Douglas Farrow

In this provocative little book, Doug-
las Farrow, a theologian from McGill 
University, expertly analyzes the effects 
of Canada’s acceptance of same-sex 
marriage legislation. The book con-
sists of four essays, each standing on 
its own, that seek to dethrone what 
he calls “the lordship of the lordless 
powers”; namely, the judicial and 
parliamentary institutions that have 
appointed themselves to take charge 
of redefining marriage.

The book’s title is not merely meant 

BPS Books, 2007. 
132 pages. $15.95 
(paper)

Wiley, 2007. 336 
pages. $26.99 
(paper)

http://www.intercessor.ca
http://www.amazon.ca/exec/obidos/ASIN/0978440242/ref=nosim/christianityc-20
http://www.amazon.ca/exec/obidos/ASIN/0470840676/ref=nosim/christianityc-20
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senior/lead pastor
Elgin Missionary Church in beautiful 
Stratford, Ontario, is currently accepting 
applications for a Senior/Lead Pastor. Elgin 
is an active congregation with numerous 
ministries to children, youth, adults and 
seniors. We are looking for a pastor who 
will help us to grow and reach our com-
munity for Christ. Interested candidates 
should submit a resumé by e-mail to Bill 
Kaethler at apatchofheaven@rogers.com 
or by mail to: Elgin Missionary Church, 

T h e  N e t w o r kC l a s s i f i e d s 
Classified ad deadline for march/april 2008 issue: Feb. 1                Tel.: 705-222-5025                e-mail: FTads@efc-canada.com 

Careers
Attn. Pastoral Search Committee, R.R. 
#5, Stratford, ON  N5A 6S6. To find out 
more about Elgin, please visit our website 
at www.elginmc.ca.

Focus on Children’s ministries
Cloverdale Baptist Church exists solely to 
bring glory to God. We believe that one 
way that we can do this is by loving and 
building up believers of all ages. If you have 
a heart for God, a love for children and a 
desire to minister to whole families, please 
visit www.cloverdalebaptistchurch.ca and 
click on Staff Openings.

western development 
director

Worldwide Christian Schools (WWCS) is 
accepting applications for a Western Devel-
opment Director. Full Job Description avail-
able upon request.  Send resumé and cover 
letter to WWCS-Canada, 70 Lancing Drive, 
Hamilton, ON Canada L8W 3A1 or e-mail: 
canada@wwcs.org.

pastor of Family ministries &
pastor of worship arts

Grandview Baptist Church invites ap-
plications for the positions of Pastor of 
Family Ministries and Pastor of Worship 
Arts. Job profiles are available upon re-
quest and resumés may be sent in confi-
dence to Deb Mertin, Director of Opera-
tions at dmertin@grandviewchurch.ca. 
Grandview is a large suburban church in 
Kitchener, Ontario. Visit our website at 
www.grandviewchurch.ca

February 10 to
February 17

For more information, 
visit our website at 

www.evangelicalFellowship.ca/national 
E-mail: efcni@efc-canada.com 
Phone: 905.479.5885 ext. 222 

Assisting pastors and congregations 
as they support and affirm marriage 

during the week of . . .

If Biblical marriage is important 
to you then affirm and uphold it as 

God designed it by joining with 
congregations across our nation for 

marriage on the rock.

Call for Nomination 
Papers For President of
The Christian and Missionary 
Alliance in Canada

The election process for President in 
The Christian and Missionary Alliance in 
Canada calls for the 2008 General As-
sembly Committee on Nominations to 
issue a call for Nomination Papers from 
any candidates desiring to be considered 
for the position.

Information on the position and the 
nomination papers required for submission 
prior to March 3, 2008 are available on the 
C&MA website, www.cmalliance.ca 

The incumbent, Dr. Franklin Pyles, has 
indicated he will be a candidate for his 
third term in office at the 2008 election.

For further infor-
mation contact Dr. 
Bob Rose, Chair of 
the Committee on 
Nominations at 604-
594-6766, or e-mail at 
brose@cmacpd.bc.ca 

mailto:FTads@efc-canada.com
mailto:apatchofheaven@rogers.com
http://www.elginmc.ca
http://www.cloverdalebaptistchurch.ca
mailto:canada@wwcs.org
mailto:dmertin@grandviewchurch.ca
http://www.grandviewchurch.ca
http://www.EvangelicalFellowship.ca/National
mailto:efcni@efc-canada.com
http://www.cmalliance.ca
mailto:brose@cmacpd.bc.ca
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Called to ministry?
Called to Preach? The Canadian Evangel-
ical Christian Church offers ministerial 
credentials to those who qualify. Contact 
us at: cecconline.com; cecc@rogers.com; 
1-888-981-8881.

regional director
Southwestern Ontario Youth for Christ seeks 
a Regional Director to oversee the satellite 
ministries and staff in their region.  Contact: 
diannd@swoyfc.com  519-537-5219.

Canada’s Christian 
Job source

Search for a job and place your resumé on-
line at MinistryEmployment.ca. We have 
a ministry client list of over 400 Canadian 
Christian employers.

mIsCellaneous
affordable donation 

Tracking
DONATION is used for tracking donors 
and donations and issuing receipts for 
churches or charities. For more informa-
tion or a free evaluation copy, go to www.
software4nonprofits.com/ft.

Christian life Coaching
Working with motivated people to real-
ize a maximum life within a grand design. 
Phone 1-866-910-7111 or visit online at 
www.realizationlifecoaching.com.

website and magazine 
production

Call for a free estimate. Toll free: 1-866-
892-7276. pshep@vianet.ca.

Christian student residence
and guest room in montreal
www.residencema.ca; 514-843-4356.

books edited
Experienced Christian editor and writer. 
Good rates, good service, good results. Free 
quotes. Most helpful and patient with first-
time authors. David, the Friendly Editor, 
403-443-5319; helpedit@telus.net.

mIsCellaneous

mailto:FTads@efc-canada.com
http://cecconline.com
mailto:cecc@rogers.com
mailto:diannd@swoyfc.com
http://MinistryEmployment.ca
http://www.software4nonprofits.com/ft
http://www.realizationlifecoaching.com
mailto:pshep@vianet.ca
http://www.residencema.ca
mailto:helpedit@telus.net
http://www.intercessor.ca
mailto:info@careycentre.com
http://www.software4nonprofits.com/ft
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TheWorld viatoronto
Preparing YOU to

Cross Cultures
Culture & Language Training
Urban Internships in Toronto 

for Academic Credit 
Re-entry Seminars 

Short Term Missions Training

www.missionprep.ca
1.866.640.1621

info@missionprep.com 

Islington Evangel Centre 
is seeking a Senior Pastor with 
a Theological Degree to lead 
a team of pastors. IEC is a 
non-denominational, multi-
cultural, evangelical and 
charismatic Christian church 
that has served West Toronto 
since 1952. Preferably, the 
candidate will have a minimum 
of 5 years experience as a 
Senior Pastor or Senior Staff 
Pastor and have served in 
a church of 500 or over. For 
a detailed description and 
more information please 
visit our website:

www.islingtonevangelcentre.com

Senior Pastor

Classifieds
$20 per line 

(minimum order 3 lines). 
display classifieds are 

also available. 
deadline for March/april 2008 

reservations: Feb. 1.
Contact: Brian Shephard

Tel. 705-222-5025 or 
e-mail: FTads@efc-canada.com

visit www.christianity.ca

Tyndale university College & seminary

provosT
Tyndale university College & seminary invites nominations, applications and 
expressions of interest for the position of Provost.

Located in Canada’s largest urban community, Tyndale University College & 
Seminary is a transdenominational institution in the evangelical tradition. Committed to 
excellence in both its undergraduate and graduate academic enterprise, Tyndale prepares 
men and women to serve the world. Tyndale strives to be an intentional Christian 
community that embraces both intellectual formation and personal transformation 
critical to a life of intellectual maturity, spiritual vigour and moral integrity.

As Chief Academic Officer, the Provost reports directly to the President and is 
responsible for providing strategic and innovative leadership related to all academic 
activities. Preferred start date is July 1, 2008.

The successful candidate will have a PhD and appropriate qualifications. The person 
will have successful experience in higher education administration, a record of effective 
and visionary leadership. The successful candidate will also subscribe to and sign 
Tyndale’s Statement of Faith and Lifestyle Guidelines.  Please visit www.tyndale.ca for 
more details.  

Tyndale invites qualified candidates to apply. Canadian citizens and permanent 
residents will be given priority. Applications will be reviewed as of February 1, 2008. 
Nominations and/or applications should include a letter of application, curriculum vitae, 
a one-page commentary on Christian liberal arts education, a one-page commentary on 
seminary education and a one-page reflection on the applicant’s spiritual journey, and 
the names and contact information of three references. They should be submitted to: Dr. 
Brian C. Stiller, President, Tyndale University College & Seminary, 25 Ballyconnor 
Court, Toronto, Ontario M2M 4B3 or president@tyndale.ca or (T) 416-218-6700

Eston College 
(formerly Full 
Gospel Bible 
College) is in-
viting applica-

tions for the position of President.
Eston College offers college level edu-

cation in biblical studies that integrates 
spiritual formation in all its fullness, 
incorporating academic excellence, 
Christian world view and Christian char-
acter development, in the Pentecostal 
and Evangelical traditions.

Eston College is the official training 
centre of the Apostolic Church of Pen-
tecost and is located in Eston, Saskatch-
ewan.  Eston College holds candidate 
status with The Association for Biblical 
Higher Education and is a member of 
the CCCC and the EFC.

An opportunity profile is posted on the 
Eston College website at www.fgbi.sk.ca.

Inquiries and resumés should be sub-
mitted by January 31, 2008, in MSWord 
format via e-mail to ecsearch@acop.ca.

http://www.fgbi.sk.ca
mailto:ecsearch@acop.ca
http://www.islingtonevangelcentre.com
http://www.tyndale.ca
mailto:president@tyndale.ca
http://www.christianity.ca
http://www.missionprep.ca
mailto:info@missionprep.com
mailto:FTads@efc-canada.com
http://jewsforjesus.ca
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http://www.ycef.com/jobs
http://www.ycef.com
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O u r  F a i t h  T o d a y

despite the sign, 150-year-old Heritage United Church in 
Markham, Ont. still welcomed worshippers during its renovation

Photo: Ruth McClure
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NEED DIRECTION?
We’ve been helping Canadian believers find their way for over thirty years! Drop by www.needdirection.ca where you’ll find 

free study materials and resources to download for whatever phase of life you find yourself in.

W W W . N E E D D I R E C T I O N . C A

KCM_AdMar23.indd   1 3/23/07   5:38:22 PM

http://www.needdirection.ca
http://WWW.NEEDDIRECTION.CA


56 / January /  February 2008

Intell Igently  des Igned. 

WIth mIn Istry  In  mInd.
Expand your capacity 
to lEad through a 
doctor of ministry 

“ACTS is a dynamic 
place that sees new 
opportunities and says 
‘Let’s do it.’ We’re 
a lways deve l op ing 
innovative ways to 
p r e pa r e  m i n i s t r y 
leaders for today’s 
complex culture. That 
energizes me.”
dr. Kent Anderson 
ph.d, acts profEssor

doCtor oF mInIstry

As a mature Christian leader, where do you turn for the inner resources to sustain 
your creative edge in your ministry? The ACTS Doctor of Ministry program is 
specifically designed for current, experienced ministry leaders who have a Master 
of Divinity degree or its equivalent, and want to pursue continued professional 
ministry development. With a focus on leadership and spiritual formation, leaders 
will expand their capacity to lead.

Lasting four years, the program has three annual learning modules culminating 
in one-week seminar sessions including  reflective retreats, and concluding with 
a dissertation project in the final year. Most of the work will be done online from 
your home or office. Along the way you will build strong relationships with other 
doctoral students and each professor. Take the next step and find out more today!   

CAnAdIAn BAptIst semInAry  •  mennonIte Brethren BIBlICAl semInAry  •  CAnAdIAn theologICAl semInAry   

northWest BAptIst semInAry  •  trInIty Western semInAry  •  CAnAdIAn penteCostAl semInAry

 604.513.2019      WWW.ACts.tWu.CA 

 1.888.468.6898    ACts@tWu.CA  

oF trInIty Western unIVersIty

2005-11-ACTS-DMIN-FT2.indd   1 11/17/2005   3:55:32 PM

mailto:ACTS@TWU.CA
http://WWW.ACTS.TWU.CA
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